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Matthew 10:1-15 

Dr. Steven R. Cook 

 

Jesus summoned His twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean 

spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every kind of disease and every kind of 

sickness. 2 Now the names of the twelve apostles are these: The first, Simon, 

who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; and James the son of Zebedee, 

and John his brother; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax 

collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot, and 

Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed Him. 5 These twelve Jesus sent out after 

instructing them: “Do not go in the way of the Gentiles, and do not enter any 

city of the Samaritans; 6 but rather go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 
7 “And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 8 “Heal 

the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. Freely you 

received, freely give. 9 “Do not acquire gold, or silver, or copper for your 

money belts, 10 or a bag for your journey, or even two coats, or sandals, or a 

staff; for the worker is worthy of his support. 11 “And whatever city or village 

you enter, inquire who is worthy in it, and stay at his house until you leave 

that city. 12 “As you enter the house, give it your greeting. 13 “If the house is 

worthy, give it your blessing of peace. But if it is not worthy, take back your 

blessing of peace. 14 “Whoever does not receive you, nor heed your words, as 

you go out of that house or that city, shake the dust off your feet. 15 “Truly I 

say to you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in 

the day of judgment than for that city. (Matt 10:1-15 NASB) 

 

Summary: 

 

The main point of this pericope is that Jesus transformed His disciples into apostles 

and sent them out to the house of Israel with the message that the kingdom of heaven 

was at hand. Matthew tells us, “Jesus summoned His twelve disciples and gave them 

authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every kind of disease and 

every kind of sickness” (Matt 10:1). A disciple (maqhth,j mathetes) is a student or 

learner, and up to this point, the twelve had followed and watched Jesus as He went 

about Israel with a message of the kingdom of heaven (Matt 4:17), and performing 

miracles from town to town. But now Jesus did something different. He summoned 

His disciples and gave them (di,dwmi didomi) something they did not have before, 

namely authority (evxousi,a exousia) to act as He had, with power over disease, 

demons, and death. For the first and only time in Matthew, the disciples are identified 

as “the twelve apostles” (Matt 10:2a). The word apostle (avpo,stoloj apostolos) refers 
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to a delegate, messenger, or envoy sent forth with a message. Thomas Constable 

writes: 

 

This word, apostolos in Greek, comes from the verb apostello meaning “to 

send.” This was not a technical term until Jesus made it such. It continued to 

refer generally to people sent out with the Christian message such as Barnabas 

(Acts 14:4, 14; Rom 16:7; 2 Cor 2:18; 8:23; Phil 2:25). It referred to any 

messenger (John 13:16) and even to Jesus (Heb 3:1). Paul became an apostle 

who received his commission directly from the Lord as the 12 special disciples 

had. This is the only place Matthew used the word “apostle.” He probably 

used it here because Jesus proceeded to prepare to send these 12 men on a 

special mission to the Israelites (Matt 10:5–42).1 

 

Matthew then provides the names of the twelve apostles as follows: “The first, 

Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; and James the son of Zebedee, 

and John his brother; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax 

collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot, and Judas 

Iscariot, the one who betrayed Him” (Matt 10:2b-4). Peter is always mentioned first 

in the list of apostles and Judas Iscariot is always last (Mark 3:16–19; Luke 6:13–

16). The disciples were taken from ordinary walks of life, but it was their association 

with Christ and the transference of His authority that set them apart for special 

ministry. The miracles performed by the apostles validated their claim as ones sent 

by Messiah, Israel’s King, who directed them to heal the sick, cleanse lepers, cast 

out evil spirits, and raise the dead; all of which Jesus did (Matthew chapters 8 and 

9). 

 

Jesus sent them out (avposte,llw apostello) with special instructions concerning the 

region they were to go into, saying, “Do not go in the way of the Gentiles, and do 

not enter any city of the Samaritans; but rather go to the lost sheep of the house of 

Israel” (Matt 10:5-6). According to Mark, Jesus sent them “out in pairs” (Mark 6:7). 

Matthew 10:5-15 marked a special missionary trip by the twelve apostles with a 

special message that belonged to the nation of Israel.2 Jesus told them, “And as you 

go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand’” (Matt 10:7). The apostle’s 

message was identical to that of John the Baptist (Matt 3:1-2), and Jesus (Matt 4:17). 

The kingdom that was offered was that of Messiah’s rule on earth, in Jerusalem, on 

the throne of David. This was a literal kingdom that one could physically enter into 

 
1 Tom Constable, Tom Constable’s Expository Notes on the Bible (Galaxie Software, 

2003), Mt 10:2. 
2 This mission trip is similar to when Christ sent out the seventy (Luke 10:1-12). 
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(Matt. 5:20; 6:10; Luke 19:11; Acts 1:3-6). But in order for the kingdom to come, 

Israel needed to accept Jesus as their King.  

 

The earthly kingdom that was offered must be distinguished from God’s universal 

rule over His creation, which has never been in question. Scripture reveals, “The 

LORD has established His throne in the heavens, and His sovereignty rules over all” 

(Psa 103:19), and “Whatever the LORD pleases, He does, in heaven and in earth, in 

the seas and in all deeps” (Psa 135:6). Daniel writes, “His dominion is an everlasting 

dominion, and His kingdom endures from generation to generation. All the 

inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, but He does according to His will 

in the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of earth” (Dan 4:34b-35a; cf. 5:21; 

1 Ch 29:11-12). 

 

At the time of Jesus’ offer, there were other earthly kingdoms in existence, all with 

human rulers and governments. Israel itself was under the tyranny of Rome. 

Additionally, behind the scenes, Satan ruled in an invisible realm, pulling strings and 

influencing world rulers to accomplish his plans. Three times Jesus referred to Satan 

as “the ruler of this world” (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11). Other passages of Scripture 

call Satan “the god of this world” (2 Cor 4:4), and “the prince of the power of the 

air” (Eph 2:2), informing us “that the whole world lies in the power of the evil one” 

(1 John 5:19). Satan is a tyrant who has “weakened the nations” (Isa 14:12), rules 

through deception (2 Cor 11:3, 14; Rev 12:9; 20:3, 8), blindness (2 Cor 4:3-4), 

enslavement (Acts 26:18; Col 1:13), and “deceives the whole world” (Rev 12:9). It 

must always be remembered that God sovereignly permits Satan a limited form of 

rulership for a limited period of time, always restraining him and his demonic forces, 

if they seek to transgress the boundaries He’s established for them (Job 1:6-12; 2:1-

6; Mark 15:1-13; 2 Pet 2:4). 

 

In spite of Satan’s influence in the world, and the earthly kingdoms that conform to 

his agenda and system, God has promised His rule over this world by means of a 

divinely appointed theocratic administrator. Scripture reveals this ruler will be a 

biological descendant of David (2 Sam 7:16; Psa 89:3-4, 34-37), who will be a 

righteous king (Isa 9:6-7; 11:1-9; Jer 23:5-6; 33:14-18), and whose kingdom will 

last forever (Dan 2:44; 7:13-14; 1 Cor. 15:24). Jesus is that king (Luke 1:30-33), 

and His kingdom on earth is what was offered to Israel (Matt 3:1-2; 4:17; 10:5-7). 

Matthew later reveals Israel, for the most part, rejected Jesus and His offer of the 

kingdom (Matt 11:20; 12:14; cf. Mark 15:12-15; John 19:15); therefore, the 

kingdom was postponed for a future time (Matt 21:43; cf. Matt 19:28; 25:31; Luke 

22:28-30; Acts 1:3-6; Rev 20:4-6).  
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The offer of the kingdom also meant the undoing of Satan’s influence in the world, 

as Jesus’ disciples were given power to “Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the 

lepers, [and] cast out demons” (Matt 10:8a). And these kind and wonderful acts were 

to be offered at no charge to the recipients, as Jesus told His disciples, “Freely you 

received, freely give” (Matt 10:8b). The authority given to the disciples had been 

graciously bestowed on them, and they were to exercise it freely for the benefit of 

others. Here is a picture of grace in action.  

 

Jesus further instructed His disciples, saying, “Do not acquire gold, or silver, or 

copper for your money belts, or a bag for your journey, or even two coats, or sandals, 

or a staff; for the worker is worthy of his support” (Matt 10:9-10). These instructions 

would help them avoid false notions that they were using their new abilities as part 

of a business enterprise for selfish gain. It also meant they would travel light. 

Matthew tells us they were forbidden to “acquire” these items. Mark, however, said 

they could take a “staff” (Mark 6:8), which probably meant they could take one if 

they already had it.  

 

While the disciples were not to charge money for what they offered, they were to be 

recognized as worthy of their work and to be supported by those who benefitted from 

their ministry. This is true for Christian pastors and teachers today who, although 

they should never place a charge on the Gospel or Bible teaching, should be 

supported for their work. Paul wrote, “So also the Lord directed those who proclaim 

the gospel to get their living from the gospel” (1 Cor 9:14), for “The one who is 

taught the word is to share all good things with the one who teaches him” (Gal 6:6), 

and “The elders who rule well are to be considered worthy of double honor, 

especially those who work hard at preaching and teaching. For the Scripture says, 

‘You shall not muzzle the ox while he is threshing,’ and ‘The laborer is worthy of 

his wages.’” (1 Tim 5:17-18).  

 

The disciples were to be committed to the Lord and His message, and this meant 

relying on Him to support them as they followed His commands. As they proclaimed 

the message of the King, there would be some who were positive to their message 

and would support them. For this reason, Jesus said, “And whatever city or village 

you enter, inquire who is worthy in it, and stay at his house until you leave that city” 

(Matt 10:11). The worthy person was likely the one who was known to show 

hospitality to travelers. And once they were there, they were to stay at that house 

until they left the city or village. However, there was a second way of testing the 

house to see it was worthy of the Lord’s travelers. Jesus said, “As you enter the 

house, give it your greeting. If the house is worthy, give it your blessing of peace. 

But if it is not worthy, take back your blessing of peace” (Matt 10:12-13). The house 
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that was worthy would accept both the messenger and his message—a package 

deal—and there would be a blessing on that house. The house that rejected both 

messenger and message would forfeit the blessing of peace. Thomas Constable 

states: 

 

The greeting the disciple was to give his host was the normal greeting of the 

day. If his host proved to be unworthy by not continuing to welcome the 

disciple, he was to leave that house and stay somewhere else. By withdrawing 

personally, the disciple would withdraw a blessing from that house, namely 

his presence as a representative of Jesus. The apostles were to do to towns as 

they did to households.3 

 

Jesus further stated, “Whoever does not receive you, nor heed your words, as you go 

out of that house or that city, shake the dust off your feet” (Matt 10:14). The apostles 

were not to ram, cram, and jam their message down the throats of their hearers, nor 

set up shop and find creative ways to argue with their hearers so that the kingdom 

might come. Rather, they were to move on, though not without protest, as they shook 

the dust off their feet in rejection of those who rejected their message. Shaking the 

dust off one’s feet was a sign of rejection (cf. Acts 13:50-51). William MacDonald 

comments: 

 

If a household received them, the disciples were to greet the family, showing 

courtesy and gratitude in accepting such hospitality. If, on the other hand, a 

house refused to host the Lord’s messengers, they were not obligated to pray 

for God’s peace on it, that is, they would not pronounce a benediction on the 

family. Not only so, they were to dramatize God’s displeasure by shaking the 

dust off their feet. In rejecting Christ’s disciples, a family was rejecting Him.4 

 

The hearers were free to reject the messengers and their message, but not without 

consequence. Jesus informed the disciples, saying, “Truly I say to you, it will be 

more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for 

that city” (Matt 10:15). Sodom and Gomorrah were two of the most wicked cities in 

the Old Testament, and both were judged for their sin (Gen 19:1-29). Those in 

Sodom and Gomorrah had God’s general revelation to show His existence (Psa 19:1-

2; Rom 1:18-20), as well as their conscience to inform them their behavior was 

 
3 Tom Constable, Tom Constable’s Expository Notes on the Bible (Galaxie Software, 

2003), Mt 10:11. 
4 William MacDonald, Believer’s Bible Commentary: Old and New Testaments, ed. Arthur 

Farstad (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1995), 1239. 
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wrong (Rom 2:14-15); still, they rejected what light they had, and God judged them. 

For Jesus to say it would be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah than those 

cities where the disciples preached, showed there will be degrees of punishment in 

hell. This punishment was based on the idea that the revelation the cities of Israel 

received was much greater than that of Sodom and Gomorrah; therefore, their 

rejection of God’s offer comes with a greater consequence.  

 

How one treated the apostles was the same as how they treated the King who sent 

them. At another time, Jesus said, “The one who listens to you listens to Me, and the 

one who rejects you rejects Me; and he who rejects Me rejects the One who sent 

Me” (Luke 10:16). To accept one sent by Jesus brought blessing, and to reject that 

same one brought judgment. This principle is found elsewhere in Scripture where an 

attack on a believer was an attack on Christ, such as when Paul was persecuting 

Christians in Damascus (Acts 9:1-5). Or when Jesus separates believers from 

unbelievers, judging them, in part, on how they treat His persecuted Jewish brethren 

during the Tribulation (Matt 25:31-46). How we treat other believers, especially 

those who are walking with God and ministering to the needs of others, is how we 

treat the Lord Jesus Himself.  

 

In summary, the instruction given in Matthew 10:1-15 was specific to Jesus’ 

disciples and the cities and villages in Israel. The message of the kingdom was 

conditioned on Israel’s acceptance of the offer. Though there are principles to be 

gleaned from this passage, these instructions do not apply to Christians living in the 

dispensation of the church age. Messiah has come, and His message to Israel was 

rejected. Afterward He was crucified, buried, and then rose from the dead. Our 

message is to “all the nations” (Matt 28:19-20), not merely to Israel. And we preach 

“the gospel of the grace of God” (Acts 20:24), informing others “that Christ died for 

our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised 

on the third day according to the Scriptures” (1 Cor 15:3-4). Do you believe Christ 

died for you, was buried, and rose again on the third day according to Scriptures? 

Your eternal destiny is determined by your response.  

 

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 

believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. For God did not send 

the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved 

through Him. He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe 

has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only 

begotten Son of God. (John 3:16-18) 


