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Angels and Demons – Part 1 

Dr. Steven R. Cook 

 

Thirty-four books of the Bible teach the existence of angels. The word angel occurs 

approximately 275 times throughout Scripture, translates the Hebrew word ַמְלָאְך 

malak and the Greek word ἄγγελος aggelos, and both words mean messenger. The 

Bible reveals angels are created beings.  

 

Praise Him, all His angels; Praise Him, all His hosts! Praise Him, sun and 

moon; Praise Him, all stars of light! Praise Him, highest heavens, and the 

waters that are above the heavens! Let them praise the name of the LORD, 

for He commanded and they were created. (Psa 148:2-5)1 

 

For by Him [Jesus] all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, 

visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities-- 

all things have been created through Him and for Him. (Col 1:16) 
 

Angels are basically classified as either righteous or evil. The former retain their 

holy state and service to God and are called elect angels (1 Tim 5:21), whereas the 

latter have defected from their original state and continue in constant rebellion 

against God. Satan is the leader of all fallen angels (Matt 25:41; cf. Rev 12:7, 9), 

which Scripture designates as evil spirits (1 Sam 16:14; Luke 7:21), demons (Matt 

8:31), and unclean spirits (Mark 5:1-4).  

 

God sovereignly rules over all angels—both elect and fallen—just as He rules over 

everything. According to Scripture, “The LORD is King forever and ever” (Psa 

10:16a), and “The LORD has established His throne in the heavens, and His 

sovereignty rules over all” (Psa 103:19). For “Whatever the LORD pleases, He does, 

in heaven and in earth, in the seas and in all deeps” (Psa 135:6), and “He does 

according to His will in the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of earth” (Dan 

4:35). God gives freedom to his creatures, both angelic and human, and this to 

varying degrees. God never creates evil; however, He can and does control those 

who do. Satan, and those who follow him (both fallen angels and people), are 

ultimately under God’s sovereign control, and even their evil plans and actions 

cannot thwart His good purposes.  

 

 

1 Unless otherwise stated, all Scripture quotes are taken from the New American Standard 

Bible, 1995 Update (La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 1995). 
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“Of the history of the angels we can know but little. It is clear that Satan and the 

fallen angels (demons) were created sinless and later fell (Isa 14:12–15; Rev 12:3–

4). Some of their number ‘did not keep their own domain’ but fell under divine 

displeasure and are reserved ‘for the judgment of the great day’ (Jude 6).”2 It would 

seem God created the angels before He created the universe itself, and that they were 

present to witness His work. God tells Job: 

 

Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell Me, if you have 

understanding, who set its measurements? Since you know. Or who stretched 

the line on it? On what were its bases sunk? Or who laid its cornerstone, when 

the morning stars sang together and all the sons of God shouted for joy? (Job 

38:4-7) 
 

The Hebrew phrase ְְְבֵניְֱאֹלִהים bene Elohim—translated sons of God—appears twice 

before in the book of Job and refers to angels in both passages (Job 1:6; 2:1). The 

NIV gives the sense of the Hebrew phrase by translating it as “the angels”. 

 

Angels—both elect and fallen—have volition, emotion, and intelligence. The Gospel 

of Matthew records an account where Jesus encountered two men who were 

possessed by demons. The interaction between the fallen angels and Jesus is 

informative. 

 

When He came to the other side into the country of the Gadarenes, two men 

who were demon-possessed met Him as they were coming out of the tombs. 

They were so extremely violent that no one could pass by that way. And they 

[the demons] cried out [expressing emotion], saying [expressing intellect], 

“What business do we have with each other, Son of God? Have You come 

here to torment us before the time?” Now there was a herd of many swine 

feeding at a distance from them. The demons began to entreat Him, saying, 

“If You are going to cast us out, send us into the herd of swine.” And He said 

to them, “Go!” And they came out and went into the swine [expressing 

volition], and the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea and 

perished in the waters. (Matt 8:28-32) 
 

Angels are spirit beings that are distinct from humans (Luke 8:27), are “Mighty in 

strength” (Psa 103:20; cf. 2 Pet 2:11), “innumerable” to count (Heb 12:22; cf. Rev 

 

2 Merrill Frederick Unger et al., “Angel” The New Unger’s Bible Dictionary (Chicago: 

Moody Press, 1988). 
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5:11), cannot die (Luke 20:36), and do not marry (Mark 12:25), which means there 

are no baby angels. The writer to the Hebrews informs us that angels help advance 

the gospel, as they are “ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of 

those who will inherit salvation” (Heb 1:14). As creatures, angels are not to be 

worshipped (Col 2:18). When the apostle John encountered an angel, twice he “fell 

at his feet to worship him” (Rev 19:10a; cf. Rev 22:8), and was twice rebuked by 

the angel who told him, “Do not do that; I am a fellow servant of yours and your 

brethren who hold the testimony of Jesus; worship God” (Rev 19:10b; cf. Rev 22:9). 

Seraphim and cherubim are special classes of angels. Seraphim are described has 

having six wings and are devoted to the worship of God (Isa 6:1-3), whereas 

Cherubim are described as having four wings and are devoted to protecting the 

Lord’s holiness (Ezek 28:14). 


