
1 
 

Matthew 10:24-33 
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A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a slave above his master. 25 “It is enough 

for the disciple that he become like his teacher, and the slave like his master. If they 

have called the head of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign the 

members of his household! 26 “Therefore do not fear them, for there is nothing 

concealed that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known. 27 “What I 

tell you in the darkness, speak in the light; and what you hear whispered in your 

ear, proclaim upon the housetops. 28 “Do not fear those who kill the body but are 

unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and 

body in hell. 29 “Are not two sparrows sold for a cent? And yet not one of them will 

fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30 “But the very hairs of your head are all 

numbered. 31 “So do not fear; you are more valuable than many sparrows. 32 

“Therefore everyone who confesses Me before men, I will also confess him before 

My Father who is in heaven. 33 “But whoever denies Me before men, I will also 

deny him before My Father who is in heaven. (Matt 10:24-33 NASB) 

 

The main point of this pericope is that Jesus warned His disciples that they would face 

persecution as His followers, but they should not fear their persecutors, but rather, should 

fear God who loves and cares for them.   

 

Matthew opens this section by revealing Jesus’ words to His disciples who are being sent 

out on a mission with a message. Jesus wants to prepare His disciples for what lay ahead 

and not be surprised or defeated when persecution comes their way. Jesus said, “A 

disciple is not above his teacher, nor a slave above his master. It is enough for the disciple 

that he become like his teacher, and the slave like his master. If they have called the head 

of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign the members of his household!” 

(Matt 10:24-25). The hostile Jewish leadership in Israel engaged in a smear campaign 

against Jesus, even calling their Messiah Beelzebul, an epithet for Satan. This false 

branding of Jesus was intended as a smear tactic to destroy His character and message. 

Jesus recognized this practice and warned His disciples that they could expect the same 

treatment.  

 

Three times Jesus will tell His disciples not to fear the opposition (Matt 10:26, 28, 31); 

however, He will tell them to fear God instead (Matt 10:28b). Healthy fear of God can 

neutralize the harmful fear of satanic opposition. In the first address, Jesus said, 

“Therefore do not fear them, for there is nothing concealed that will not be revealed, or 

hidden that will not be known” (Matt 10:26). Jesus’ instruction for the disciples not to 

fear their attackers is linked to eschatological expectations concerning God’s day of 

judgment. Jesus provided divine perspective to the disciples and gave them a faith-

strengthening technique in which they could envelop their present expectation of 
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persecution within the larger framework of God’s future judgments in which everyone, 

saved and lost, will stand before the Judge of all the earth. We sometimes speak of delayed 

gratification because we anticipate future rewards to be worthy of present sacrifices. 

However, the power of instant gratification seduces most people and future benefits are 

forfeited. Here, Jesus speaks of enduring present persecution with the confident 

expectation of future vindication and reward. The disciples were to know that God was 

watching, and would one day call everyone to account for their actions. Sadly, some 

forfeit future blessing in order to alleviate present suffering. With this in mind, Jesus said, 

“What I tell you in the darkness, speak in the light; and what you hear whispered in your 

ear, proclaim upon the housetops” (Matt 10:27). What Jesus told them in private meetings 

was to be spoken openly and loudly.  

 

Jesus addresses their mental attitude a second time, saying, “Do not fear those who kill 

the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both 

soul and body in hell” (Matt 10:28). Jesus expected His disciples to control their thoughts 

and not let stress override their souls and render them inoperative as His messengers. The 

Greek verb φοβέω phobeo (fear) is preceded by the negative particle μὴ me, which calls 

for the hearer not to do something, in this case, have fear. The verb fear (φοβέω phobeo) 

is present middle imperative (φοβεῖσθε). The present tense implies ongoing action. 

Because the mission was ongoing, so would be the attacks and the potential for fear. The 

middle voice means the disciples were to act in their own interests, which is important, 

because they could not always rely on others to help encourage them. And the imperative 

mood means they have the ability to understand and obey Jesus’ command, not only in 

the moment, but for as long as they faced opposition. Jesus honestly stated the extent to 

which their attackers could go, which could include death. But again, Jesus strengthens 

their faith by getting them to contextualize their imminent danger with eschatological fear 

of “Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matt 10:28a). Those who fear 

God first will not fear others. Thomas Constable writes: 

 

It helps to conquer fear if the disciple will remember that the worst a human 

adversary can do does not compare with the worst God can do. Jesus was not 

implying that true believers might go to hell if they do not remain faithful to God. 

His point was that God has power over the disciple after he dies whereas human 

adversaries can do nothing beyond killing the disciple’s body. The believer needs 

to remember that he or she will stand before God one day to give an account of his 

or her stewardship.1 

 

These sobering thoughts for the disciples were intended to keep them focused on the 

important mission at hand and not be dissuaded when they faced attacks. Their fear of 

 
1 Tom Constable, Tom Constable’s Expository Notes on the Bible (Galaxie Software, 2003), Mt 

10:28. 
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God was to be greater than their fear of people, even those who bring extreme persecution. 

But God, whom they should fear, is no divine tyrant. He loves and cares for His people 

and is intimately familiar with every aspect of their lives. Furthermore, He sovereignly 

controls all aspects of their lives so that nothing comes upon them beyond His ability to 

sustain them. Jesus demonstrates this when He states, “Are not two sparrows sold for a 

cent? And yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father” (Matt 10:29). 

Sparrows were sold in marketplaces as the poor person’s food. The word cent translates 

the Greek word ἀσσάριον assarion, which was one sixteenth of a day’s wage (denarius). 

Yet, even these inexpensive birds—cheap as they were by human standards—did not fall 

to the ground in death apart from God’s knowing, caring, or permission. The God of all 

creation cares about His little creatures, but He cares more about His people. Jesus said, 

“But the very hairs of your head are all numbered” (Matt 10:30). In descending degrees 

of significance, a human hair is worth less than a sparrow; and yet God cares to know the 

very number of hairs on our head—which change from day to day—implying God cares 

about us, the owners of those hairs. Jesus drew His point, saying, “So do not fear; you are 

more valuable than many sparrows” (Matt 10:31).  

 

Jesus then told His disciples, “Therefore everyone who confesses Me before men, I will 

also confess him before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, 

I will also deny him before My Father who is in heaven” (Matt 10:32-33). In the context, 

Jesus’ words relate to His disciples as they would face external pressure from satanic 

opposition. Those who would confess Jesus in the face of pressure, He would confess 

before His Father in heaven. Those who would deny Jesus in the face of pressure, He 

would deny before His Father in heaven. Thomas Constable states: 

 

Jesus will acknowledge faithful disciples as such to His Father. He will not give 

this reward to unfaithful disciples who cave in to pressure to deny Him. Obviously, 

Jesus believed it is possible for believers to be unfaithful. Notice that the blessing 

of Jesus’ commendation will go to anyone (i.e., any disciple) who confesses Him 

publicly. Jesus probably looked at the whole course of the disciple’s life as He 

made this statement. One act of unfaithfulness does not disqualify a disciple from 

Jesus’ commendation (e.g., Peter). The view that this passage teaches that a 

believer may lose his or her salvation if he or she fails to confess or denies Jesus 

cannot be correct. Elsewhere Jesus taught that believers never will lose their 

salvation (cf. John 10:28–29). This is the consistent revelation of the rest of the 

New Testament (e.g., Rom. 8:31–39). Jesus was speaking here of rewards, not 

salvation.2 

 

Warren Wiersbe adds: 

 

 
2 Ibid., Mt 10:32. 
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One day we shall stand before His judgment seat where the rewards will be 

distributed (2 Cor. 5:10; Rom. 14:10). If we have denied Him, we will lose rewards 

and the joy of hearing His “Well done.” To be sure, anyone who denies Him on 

earth may be forgiven. Peter denied the Lord three times, was forgiven, and was 

restored.3 

 

Biblically, there were believers who, out of fear, did not confess Jesus openly. For 

example, some of the Jewish leadership in Jesus’ day had “believed in Him” (John 

12:42a); however, “because of the Pharisees they were not confessing Him, for fear that 

they would be put out of the synagogue” (John 12:42b). These believers chose to hide 

their faith because “they loved the approval of men rather than the approval of God” (John 

12:42-43). And Joseph of Arimathea was “a disciple of Jesus, but a secret one (κρύπτω 

krupto) for fear of the Jews” (John 19:38). However, after the crucifixion, he exposed his 

faith for all to see and apparently did not fear oppression. One could argue that Peter was 

governed by sinful fear when he denied the Lord three times (Matt 26:33-35, 69-75). 

However, Peter was forgiven and restored to ministry (John 21:15-17), and later displayed 

boldness when he and the other apostles refused to submit to the demands of Israel’s 

leaders who commanded them not to preach in the name of Jesus (Acts 5:27-28). When 

they were flogged for not complying (Acts 5:40), they responded by “rejoicing that they 

had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name” (Acts 5:41b). Later, Peter 

wrote and encouraged other believers to expect suffering for being a Christian, saying, “If 

you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of 

God rests on you. Make sure that none of you suffers as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, 

or a troublesome meddler; but if anyone suffers as a Christian, he is not to be ashamed, 

but is to glorify God in this name” (1 Pet 4:14-16).  

 

As Christians living in the dispensation of the church age, we can expect opposition as 

we live for God and promote His Word to others. And, like the disciples, we can learn 

and apply faith-strengthening techniques that will help stabilize our souls in the midst of 

trouble. Below are three faith-strengthening techniques found in Scripture: 

 

1. Look to God – When believers encounter a stressful situation, the first action 

should be to place our focus on God for help. David wrote, “When I am afraid, I 

will put my trust in You. In God, whose word I praise, in God I have put my trust; 

I shall not be afraid. What can mere man do to me?” (Psa 56:3-4; cf. Ex 14:1-14; 

Deut 20:1-4; 31:1-8). When Abraham considered God’s promise that he would 

have a son (Gen 15:1-6; 17:6), yet knew in his old age that neither he nor Sarah 

could produce an heir by human effort (Rom 4:18-19), “he did not waver in 

unbelief but grew strong in faith, giving glory to God, and being fully assured that 

 
3 Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 

1996), 39. 
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what God had promised, He was able also to perform” (Rom 4:20-21). Isaiah 

wrote, “The steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect peace, because he trusts in 

You. Trust in the LORD forever, for in GOD the LORD, we have an everlasting 

Rock” (Isa 26:3-4). And Paul wrote, “Therefore if you have been raised up with 

Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of 

God. Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth” (Col 

3:1-2).  

2. Look back on God’s faithfulness –When facing a large population and military 

in Canaan, Moses told his people, “If you should say in your heart, ‘These nations 

are greater than I; how can I dispossess them?’ You shall not be afraid of them; 

you shall well remember what the LORD your God did to Pharaoh and to all Egypt: 
the great trials which your eyes saw and the signs and the wonders and the mighty 

hand and the outstretched arm by which the LORD your God brought you out. So 

shall the LORD your God do to all the peoples of whom you are afraid” (Deu 7:17-

19; cf. 8:1-4). And Jeremiah, when lamenting the destruction of Jerusalem and the 

captivity of his people, found hope by recalling God’s faithfulness. Jeremiah wrote, 

“This I recall to my mind, therefore I have hope. The LORD’S lovingkindnesses 

indeed never cease, for His compassions never fail. They are new every morning; 

great is Your faithfulness” (Lam 3:21-23).  

3. Look forward to God’s future promises – On two occasions Jesus knew His 

disciples were struggling with fear and He sought to strengthen their faith by 

instructing them to focus on eschatological certainties. In the first occasion (the one 

we just studied), they were to focus on God’s future judgments, as Jesus said, “Do 

not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him 

who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matt 10:28). Those who kill the 

body do so in time, whereas God is able to destroy both body and soul at the future 

judgment seat of Christ (Rev 20:11-15). And the God whom they are to fear loves 

and cares for His people and is intimately familiar with their lives. On another 

occasion Jesus instructed His disciples to focus on His promise concerning their 

future place of residence in heaven, saying, “Do not let your heart be troubled; 

believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; 

if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. If I go 

and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where 

I am, there you may be also” (John 14:1-3). 

 

For those of you who have watching on YouTube, we are thankful you’ve taken the 

time to join us and hope today’s lesson has edified you. In the description below 

you’ll find a link to a hymn.  

 

Wishing you all a blessed week.  


