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When Jesus had finished giving instructions to His twelve disciples, He 

departed from there to teach and preach in their cities. 2 Now when John, while 

imprisoned, heard of the works of Christ, he sent word by his disciples 3 and 

said to Him, “Are You the Expected One, or shall we look for someone else?” 
4 Jesus answered and said to them, “Go and report to John what you hear and 

see: 5 the BLIND RECEIVE SIGHT and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed 

and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the POOR HAVE THE GOSPEL 

PREACHED TO THEM. 6 “And blessed is he who does not take offense at 

Me.” 7 As these men were going away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds 

about John, “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken 

by the wind? 8 “But what did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft 

clothing? Those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ palaces! 9 “But what did 

you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and one who is more than a 

prophet. 10 “This is the one about whom it is written, ‘BEHOLD, I SEND MY 

MESSENGER AHEAD OF YOU, WHO WILL PREPARE YOUR WAY 

BEFORE YOU.’ 11 “Truly I say to you, among those born of women there has 

not arisen anyone greater than John the Baptist! Yet the one who is least in 

the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12 “From the days of John the Baptist 

until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and violent men take it by 

force. 13 “For all the prophets and the Law prophesied until John. 14 “And if 

you are willing to accept it, John himself is Elijah who was to come. 15 “He 

who has ears to hear, let him hear. 16 “But to what shall I compare this 

generation? It is like children sitting in the market places, who call out to the 

other children, 17 and say, ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 

we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’ 18 “For John came neither eating nor 

drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon!’ 19 “The Son of Man came eating 

and drinking, and they say, ‘Behold, a gluttonous man and a drunkard, a friend 

of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 

 

From the beginning of his Gospel, Matthew has presented Jesus as Israel’s King. He 

covered Messiah’s kingly lineage (Matt 1:1-17), divine protection (Matt 2:1-23), 

prophetic introduction (Matt 3:1-12), baptism (3:13-17), victory over Satanic testing 

(Matt 4:1-11), Jesus’ righteous teaching (Matt 5:1—7:29), and power over disease, 

nature, sickness and demons (Matt 8:1—9:38). Jesus had already been preaching the 

message of the kingdom of heaven (Matt 4:17), and He’d sent His disciples out to 

preach and heal as He had done (Matt 10:1-8), with a warning of opposition (Matt 

10:9-42). Over several years, Jesus had provided sufficient proof concerning His 
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identity and kingdom offer, but the nation had sinned away its day of grace, and 

Matthew chapters eleven through thirteen reveal Israel’s rejection of Jesus’ offer and 

the beginning pronouncements of His judgment upon them.  

 

Matthew chapter eleven opens, “When Jesus had finished giving instructions to His 

twelve disciples, He departed from there to teach and preach in their cities” (Matt 

11:1). Here we see Jesus going off by Himself to teach and preach the message He’d 

given to the disciples. While Jesus was out and about, we learn He was approached 

by some of the disciples of John the Baptist. Matthew wrote, “Now when John, while 

imprisoned, heard of the works of Christ, he sent word by his disciples and said to 

Him, ‘Are You the Expected One, or shall we look for someone else?’” (Matt 11:2-

3). Previously, John had been imprisoned by Herod for disapproving of his marriage 

to his brother’s wife (Matt 14:3-4). While in jail, it appears John had experienced a 

crisis of faith. It could be that John’s imprisonment had taken a toll on him mentally 

and, at the very least, left him perplexed because Jesus was not following the script 

John had in his thinking. John posed the question to Jesus, “Are You the Expected 

One, or shall we look for someone else?” (Matt 11:3b). The Expected One was a 

messianic title applied to Jesus (Psa 40:7; 118:26). Perhaps John had wondered why 

he was still in prison, why Herod was still in power, and why Jesus’ popularity 

seemed to be fading. It appears John was anticipating the kingdom and for Jesus to 

be recognized as King, but it was not happening as he’d expected. It appears John 

was like other prophets of God, such as Elijah and Jonah, who got confused when 

the Lord did not act as they thought. Even later, after Jesus’ death, burial, and 

resurrection, there seemed to be uncertainty among the disciples about the arrival of 

the kingdom as they asked Jesus, “Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the 

kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6).  

 

Jesus is gracious in how He answers John’s question, revealing His actions are that 

which the Scriptures say of Him. Jesus is the Messiah. Matthew tells us, “Jesus 

answered and said to them, ‘Go and report to John what you hear and see: the BLIND 

RECEIVE SIGHT and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, the 

dead are raised up, and the POOR HAVE THE GOSPEL PREACHED TO THEM” 

(Matt 11:4-5). The Scripture passages Jesus quoted were messianic passages from 

Isaiah (Isa 35:5; 61:1). Jesus’ life and ministry aligned with what the Scriptures said 

about Him, and He regarded this information as sufficient to settle the matter. Jesus 

then said, “And blessed is he who does not take offense at Me” (Matt 11:6). William 

MacDonald writes: 

 

Then the Savior added, “And blessed is he who is not offended because of 

Me.” On other lips this would be the boast of a supreme egotist. On Jesus’ 
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lips, it is the valid expression of His personal perfection. Instead of appearing 

as a colorful military general, the Messiah had come as a humble Carpenter. 

His gentleness, lowliness, and humiliation were out of character with the 

prevailing image of the militant Messiah. Men who were guided by fleshly 

desires might doubt His claim to kingship. But God’s blessing would rest on 

those who, by spiritual insight, recognized Jesus of Nazareth as the promised 

Messiah. Verse 6 should not be interpreted as a rebuke to John the Baptist. 

Everyone’s faith needs to be confirmed and strengthened at times. It is one 

thing to have a temporary lapse of faith and quite another to be permanently 

stumbled as to the true identity of the Lord Jesus. No single chapter is the 

story of a man’s life. Taking John’s life in its totality, we find a record of 

faithfulness and perseverance.1 

 

Jesus then shifts the discussion from John’s disciples to a message about John 

himself. Matthew records, “As these men were going away, Jesus began to speak to 

the crowds about John, ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed 

shaken by the wind? But what did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? 

Those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ palaces! But what did you go out to see? 

A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and one who is more than a prophet’” (Matt 11:7-9). The 

people had gone out to see John the Baptist and hear him preach. He was not like 

many vacillating teachers who, like a reed, are shaken by every wind of opinion or 

doctrine. Neither was he a man given to a soft lifestyle and opulent living, like those 

who live in king’s palaces. Rather, John was a true prophet. In fact, Jesus said he 

was more than a prophet, because he himself had been prophesied about. Jesus said, 

“This is the one about whom it is written, ‘BEHOLD, I SEND MY MESSENGER 

AHEAD OF YOU, WHO WILL PREPARE YOUR WAY BEFORE YOU’” (Matt 

11:10). Here Jesus cites Malachi 3:1 concerning John as His prophetic herald. John 

was called to prepare the way for Jesus and His ministry, and then he was to get out 

of the way so the spotlight would fall upon the Messiah. Thomas Constable writes: 

 

The people had gone out into the wilderness to hear John because they 

believed he was a prophet. Jesus affirmed that identification. He was the first 

true prophet who had appeared in hundreds of years. However, John was an 

unusual prophet. He was not only a spokesman from and for God as the other 

 
1 William MacDonald, Believer’s Bible Commentary: Old and New Testaments, ed. 

Arthur Farstad (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1995), 1243. 
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prophets were, but He was also the fulfillment of prophecy himself. He was 

the one predicted to prepare for Messiah’s appearing.2 

 

Jesus praised John, saying, “Truly I say to you, among those born of women there 

has not arisen anyone greater than John the Baptist! Yet the one who is least in the 

kingdom of heaven is greater than he” (Matt 11:11). Here, Jesus seems to be saying 

that those who enter and enjoy the kingdom are more privileged than John, who 

preached in anticipation of its coming. Certainly, John will see the kingdom and 

participate in it. “To be a citizen of the kingdom is greater than to announce its 

arrival. John’s privilege was great in preparing the way for the Lord, but he did not 

live to enjoy the blessings of the kingdom.”3 

 

Jesus then states, “From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of 

heaven suffers violence, and violent men take it by force. For all the prophets and 

the Law prophesied until John. And if you are willing to accept it, John himself is 

Elijah who was to come. He who has ears to hear, let him hear” (Matt 11:12-15). 

When Jesus said, “From the days of John the Baptist until now,” He was speaking 

of the three years of ministry that had occurred since Jesus Himself started offering 

the kingdom (cf. Matt 4:17). During this time, He reveals “the kingdom of heaven 

suffers violence, and violent men take it by force.” Thomas Constable states: 

 

Probably Jesus meant that the religious leaders of His day were trying to 

bring in the kingdom in their own carnal way while refusing to accept 

God’s way that John and Jesus announced. This view explains 

satisfactorily Jesus’ reference to the period from the beginning of John’s 

ministry to when He spoke. Ever since John began his ministry of 

announcing Messiah the Jewish religious leaders had opposed him. 

Moreover in 23:13 Jesus accused the scribes and Pharisees of trying to 

seize the reins of kingdom power from Messiah to lead the kingdom as 

they wanted it to go. They also snatched the kingdom from the people by 

rejecting the Messiah. The imprisonment of John was another evidence of 

violent antagonism against the kingdom, but that opposition came from 

Herod Antipas. John and Jesus both eventually died at the hands of these 

violent men.4 

 

 
2 Tom Constable, Tom Constable’s Expository Notes on the Bible (Galaxie Software, 

2003), Mt 11:9. 
3 William MacDonald, Believer’s Bible Commentary: Old and New Testaments, 1243. 
4 Tom Constable, Tom Constable’s Expository Notes on the Bible, Mt 11:12. 
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And Louis A. Barbieri, Jr. adds: 

 

The kingdom had been subject to violence and evil men were trying to take it 

by force (Matt 11:12). The religious leaders of Jesus’ day (forceful men) were 

resisting the movement introduced by John, Jesus, and the apostles. Forcefully 

advancing (biazetai) could be rendered in the passive, “is violently treated.” 

(The verb lay hold of [harpazousin] means “to grasp” in the sense of resisting 

or laying claim to it on their own). Those leaders wanted a kingdom, but not 

the kind Jesus was offering. So, they were resisting the message and 

attempting to establish their own rule.5 

 

Jesus then adds, “For all the prophets and the Law prophesied until John. And if you 

are willing to accept it, John himself is Elijah who was to come. He who has ears to 

hear, let him hear.” The OT prophet, Malachi, had prophesied, “Behold, I am going 

to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day of the 

LORD” (Mal 4:5). It appears that if the leadership and people of Israel had accepted 

Jesus as their Messiah, then this prophesy would have been fulfilled. But what 

follows reveals Jesus and His message had been rejected by the nation.  

 

Jesus rebuked His generation, saying, “But to what shall I compare this generation? 

It is like children sitting in the market places, who call out to the other children, and 

say, ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you 

did not mourn’” (Matt 11:16-17). John and Jesus both came with a message (i.e., 

playing a tune), and no matter what they said, the hearers did not respond positively. 

Jesus said, “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a 

demon!’ The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Behold, a 

gluttonous man and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom 

is vindicated by her deeds” (Matt 11:18-19). The majority of the nation’s leaders and 

people were marked by negative volition. There was no pleasing this audience, who 

had their own agenda, and who were willing to employ violence against their 

Messiah and His messengers. Here is the turning point in Jesus’ ministry.  From this 

point onward, Jesus’ message shifted from an offer of the kingdom to that of 

judgment upon His hearers, as He “began to denounce the cities in which most of 

His miracles were done, because they did not repent” (Matt 11:20). Concerning this 

shift, Donald Gray Barnhouse states: 

 

 
5 Louis A. Barbieri, Jr., eds. John F. Walvoord, Roy B. Zuck, Matthew: The Bible 

Knowledge Commentary, Vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 44.  
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Those who really wish to know their Bibles should see that we are in new 

country from this verse forward. Draw a thick black line between the 

nineteenth and the twentieth verses. There is a great divide here. Truth flows 

down to opposite oceans from this point. We are face to face with a new aspect 

of the work of Christ. The Lord Jesus was henceforth a different Man in His 

action and in His speech. The One Who was the meek and lowly Jesus was 

about to exhibit His strong wrath in no uncertain way.6 

 

As Christians living in the dispensation of the church age, we are blessed to read 

about God’s goodness and His kind offers to undeserving people. Often the Lord is 

patient and gracious with His people. But though God’s grace is great in scope, it is 

not eternal in its duration. For the God who loves the undeserving is also righteous 

and just, and at a certain time—which only He knows—grace comes to an end. 

Sadly, most people will sin away their day of grace, rejecting God and His offer of 

salvation through the Lord Jesus, who died for their sins, was buried, and raised 

again on the third day (1 Cor 15:3-4). Upon death, the only thing left for them to 

face is God’s day of judgment and the Lake of Fire to follow (Rev 20:11-15). 

Leaving this world is inevitable, but where we spend eternity is optional, depending 

on whether we’ve trusted Christ as Savior (John 3:16; Acts 16:31; Eph 2:8-9; Phil 

3:9; Tit 3:5).  

 

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 

believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send 

the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved 

through Him. 18 He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not 

believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of 

the only begotten Son of God. (John 3:16-18) 
 

 

 
6 Donald Gray Barnhouse, His Own Received Him Not (New York: Fleming H. Revell 

Co., 1933), 77. 


