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Angels and Demons – Part 4 

Dr. Steven R. Cook 

 

According to Scripture, demons are classified as either free or in prison. In his first letter, 

Peter mentions fallen angels who are “now in prison” (1 Pet 3:19). In his second letter he 

wrote, “God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into Tartarus and 

committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment” (2 Pet 2:4). And Jude wrote 

about fallen angels that God has kept in “bonds under darkness for the judgment of the 

great day” (Jude 1:6). It appears many of these fallen angels that are currently incarcerated 

will be released at a future time (Rev 9:1-11), four of which are exceptionally bad (Rev 

9:13-15). Apparently, demons have some freedom and are permitted to defy God, albeit 

in a limited way. Clearly Satan operates by the boundaries God establishes (Job 1:6-21).  

 

God sometimes used evil spirits to accomplish His sovereign purposes. In the book of 

Judges, we learn about a man named Abimelech who killed his seventy brothers in order 

remove competition to his being a leader (Judg 9:1-6). Three years afterward God judged 

Abimelech and used an evil spirit to accomplish His purposes.  

 

God sent an evil spirit between Abimelech and the men of Shechem; and the men 

of Shechem dealt treacherously with Abimelech, 24 so that the violence done to the 

seventy sons of Jerubbaal might come, and their blood might be laid on Abimelech 

their brother, who killed them, and on the men of Shechem, who strengthened his 

hands to kill his brothers. (Judg 9:23-24) 

 

On another occasion, when King Saul turned away from walking with God, the Lord sent 

an evil spirit to cause him trouble.  

 

Now the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the LORD 

terrorized him. 15 Saul’s servants then said to him, “Behold now, an evil spirit from 

God is terrorizing you.” (1 Sam 16:14-15) 
 

Sometimes this evil spirit caused psychosis which led to murderous behavior. Twice King 

Saul tried to kill David.  

 

Now it came about on the next day that an evil spirit from God came mightily upon 

Saul, and he raved in the midst of the house, while David was playing the harp with 

his hand, as usual; and a spear was in Saul’s hand. 11 Saul hurled the spear for he 

thought, “I will pin David to the wall.” But David escaped from his presence twice. 
12 Now Saul was afraid of David, for the LORD was with him but had departed 

from Saul. (1 Sam 18:10-12; cf., 1 Sam 19:9-10) 
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King Ahab refused to obey the Lord, and God used a deceiving spirit through the mouth 

of Ahab’s false prophets to bring about his fall.  

 

Micaiah said, “Therefore, hear the word of the LORD. I saw the LORD sitting on 

His throne, and all the host of heaven standing on His right and on His left. 19 “The 

LORD said, ‘Who will entice Ahab king of Israel to go up and fall at Ramoth-

gilead?’ And one said this while another said that. 20 “Then a spirit came forward 

and stood before the LORD and said, ‘I will entice him.’ And the LORD said to 

him, ‘How?’ 21 “He said, ‘I will go and be a deceiving spirit in the mouth of all his 

prophets.’ Then He said, ‘You are to entice him and prevail also. Go and do so.’ 22 

“Now therefore, behold, the LORD has put a deceiving spirit in the mouth of these 

your prophets, for the LORD has proclaimed disaster against you.” (2 Ch 18:18-

22) 
 

King Ahab ignored the words spoken by Micaiah, God’s prophet, and believed his false 

prophets and went into battle against Ramoth-gilead (2 Ch 18:28). God controlled the 

details of the battle and used an unnamed soldier to kill Ahab. The biblical text states: 

 

A certain man drew his bow at random and struck the king of Israel in a joint of the 

armor. So he said to the driver of the chariot, “Turn around and take me out of the 

fight, for I am severely wounded.” 34 The battle raged that day, and the king of 

Israel propped himself up in his chariot in front of the Arameans until the evening; 

and at sunset he died. (2 Ch 18:33-34) 
 

Here we observe how a deceiving spirit was used to affect the life of a national ruler, 

which resulted in his defeat and death. Later, in the book of Revelation, we learn about 

demons that will influence world rulers to gather them together for battle against Christ 

as His Second Coming. John wrote: 

 

And I saw coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the beast 

and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs; 14 for they 

are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the whole 

world, to gather them together for the war of the great day of God, the Almighty. 
(Rev 16:13-14) 

 

In these examples we witness God’s sovereign control over evil spirits. In some instances, 

God permits demons to act (Matt 8:28-32; Rev 16:13-14), limits their actions (Job 2:6-

21), or uses them as tools of His judgment (Judg 9:23; 1 Sam 16:14-16; 2 Ch 18:18-22).  


