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Angels and Demons – Part 6 

Satanology 

Dr. Steven R. Cook 

 

Many people think of Satan as the counterpart of God; but this is wrong. God 

is the Creator, whereas Satan is merely a creature. God is infinitely and eternally 

good, whereas Satan was created good, but then turned away in rebellion, leading 

others to follow, both angels and people. Satan is not the counterpart of God; rather, 

he is the counterpart of those angels who maintained their allegiance to God. To 

understand this is to contrast Satan with good angels where, as a creature, he properly 

belongs. 

 

The Bible reveals Satan was originally created a holy angel of the class of 

cherubim; however, because of pride (Ezek 28:11-18), he rebelled against God (Isa 

14:12-14), and convinced many angels to follow him (Rev 12:4, 7). The name Satan 

is derived from the Hebrew ן טָׂ  ,Satan which means “adversary, opponent…accuser שָׂ

opposing party…[or] the one who hinders a purpose”1 The Greek Σατανᾶς Satanas 

carries the same meaning and is used “in a very special sense of the enemy of God 

and all of those who belong to God.”2 Other names for Satan include the shining 

one, or Lucifer (Isa 14:12), the evil one (1 John 5:19), the tempter (1 Thess 3:5), the 

devil (Matt 4:1), the god of this world (2 Cor 4:4), the accuser of the brethren (Rev 

12:10), the prince of the power of the air (Eph 2:2), the serpent (Rev 12:9), and the 

great red dragon (Rev 12:3). Further, Satan is a murderer and liar (John 8:44), is 

compared to a lion that prowls about, looking for someone to devour (1 Pet 5:8), and 

one who disguises himself as an angel of light (2 Cor 11:14).  

 

Lucifer became Satan at the time of his rebellion when he declared, “I will 

ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God, and I will sit on the 

mount of assembly in the recesses of the north. I will ascend above the heights of 

the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.”  (Isa 14:13-14). Dwight 

Pentecost states, “The desire of Satan was to move in and occupy the throne of God, 

exercise absolute independent authority over the angelic creation, bring the earth and 

all the universe under his authority, cover himself with the glory that belongs to God 

 
1 Ludwig Koehler et al., The Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament (Leiden: 

E.J. Brill, 1994–2000), 1317. 
2 William Arndt, Frederick W. Danker, and Walter Bauer, A Greek-English Lexicon of the 

New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 

2000), 916. 
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alone, and then be responsible to no one but himself.”3 Satan seeks to operate 

independently of God’s plan for him, and he leads others, both saved and unsaved, 

to do the same. Lucifer introduced sin and death to the first humans when he 

convinced them to turn from God and eat the forbidden fruit (Gen 2:16-17; 3:1-7). 

At the time of the fall, Adam handed his kingdom over to Satan, who has been ruling 

this world since (Luke 4:5-6).  

 

Satan is permitted, for a time, to rule over the majority in this world. At the 

time when Jesus began His public ministry, He faced a series of tests from Satan, 

one of which was an offer to receive the kingdoms of the world without going to the 

cross. Satan told Jesus, “I will give You all this domain and its glory; for it has been 

handed over to me, and I give it to whomever I wish” (Luke 4:6). Satan took 

possession of “this domain and its glory” by God’s permission and man’s sin, 

presumably, when Adam and Eve chose to disobey God and follow Satan (Gen 3:1-

8). Satan said to Jesus, “Therefore if You worship before me, it shall all be Yours” 

(Luke 4:7). Satan’s offer had to be true in order for the temptation to be real. At some 

time in the future, Satan will share his authority with the Antichrist, because he 

advances his agenda (Rev 13:1-2). Three times Jesus referred to Satan as “the ruler 

of this world” (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11). Other passages of Scripture call Satan 

“the god of this world” (2 Cor 4:4), and “the prince of the power of the air” (Eph 

2:2), informing us “that the whole world lies in the power of the evil one” (1 John 

5:19). Satan rules as a tyrant who has “weakened the nations” (Isa 14:12), and 

currently “deceives the whole world” (Rev 12:9). He personally attacked Adam and 

Eve (Gen 3:1-7), Job (Job 1:6-12; 2:1-13), David, (1 Chr 21:1), Joshua the high priest 

(Zec 3:1-2), Jesus (Matt 4:1-11), Judas (John 13:27), and Peter (Luke 22:31-32). He 

continues to attack God’s people today (1 Pet 5:8), practices deception (2 Cor 11:13-

15), and has well developed strategies of warfare (Eph 6:10-12). Furthermore, 

humanity is living in an “evil age” (Gal 1:4), under “the dominion of Satan” (Acts 

26:18), whose sphere of influence is called “the domain of darkness” (Col 1:13).  

 

As Christians, we have victory in Christ. At the moment we trusted Christ as 

Savior, God “rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the 

kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins” 

(Col 1:13-14). As Christians, we have been gifted with God’s own righteousness 

(Rom 5:17; 2 Cor 5:21; Phil 3:9), and will never face condemnation (Rom 8:1). 

Furthermore, God “has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 

 
3 J. Dwight Pentecost, Your Adversary the Devil (Grand Rapids, Mich., Zondervan 

Publishing, 1969), 25-26. 
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places in Christ” (Eph 1:3), and called us to serve as “ambassadors for Christ” (2 

Cor 5:20), sharing the gospel message with others.  

 

God the Father has promised to give Jesus the kingdoms of this world, saying, 

“I will surely give the nations as Your inheritance, and the very ends of the earth as 

Your possession” (Psa 2:8; cf. Isa 2:1-5; Dan 2:44; 7:14). This will occur after the 

seven-year Tribulation; at which time it will be said, “The kingdom of the world has 

become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and He will reign forever and 

ever” (Rev 11:15; cf. 20:1-3). Satan was judged at the cross (John 12:31; 16:11; Col 

2:14-15), and awaits future punishment. His judgment is very near when he is cast 

out of heaven during the Tribulation (Rev 12:7-12); at which time his wrath is 

greatest against Israel. After the return of Christ (Rev 19:11-16) and the 

establishment of His kingdom (Rev 20:1-6), Satan will be confined to the abyss for 

a thousand years (Rev 20:1-3). Afterwards, he is released for a brief time and will 

again deceive the nations and lead a rebellion against God (Rev 20:7-8), but will be 

quickly defeated (Rev 20:9), and cast into the Lake of Fire, where he will remain, 

with his demons and all unbelievers forever (Matt 25:41; Rev 20:10-15).  

 

The final destiny of Satan and demons will be the Lake of Fire, which God 

created as a special place of punishment for them (Matt 25:41). Those who reject 

Christ as Savior will join Satan in the Lake of Fire (Rev 20:11-15). Those who accept 

Jesus as Savior are forgiven all their sins (Eph 1:7; Heb 10:10-14), given eternal life 

(John 3:16; 10:28), and will spend forever in heaven (John 14:1-3).  


