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Angels and Demons – Part 10 

Our Christian Armor 

Dr. Steven R. Cook 

 

In his letter to the church at Ephesus, the apostle Paul set forth the Christian armor 

which, in many ways, is a picture of the healthy Christian life. It is something we 

intentionally put on and use to defend ourselves when we come under attack. The 

assaults ultimately come from Satan who has well developed strategies of warfare 

and demonic soldiers to command. Satan and his fallen angels knowingly and 

intentionally attack. They are behind every act of terror the world has ever known, 

they do not relent of their activities, and they are not reformable. In addition to these 

fallen angels, Satan also has useful idiots—unbelievers and carnal Christians—who 

assist him in his efforts. These people help make up Satan’s world-system that seeks 

to envelop and enslave everyone it can. Satan’s system is philosophical, social, 

political, economic, religious, and cultural. These are all things external to us, but 

which are intended to penetrate our thoughts and impact our values, speech and 

practices. Furthermore, Satan has an inside agent within every person, which is the 

sinful nature which naturally resonates with all that is sinful and prideful. Warren 

Wiersbe writes: 

 

As Christians, we face three enemies: the world, the flesh, and the devil (Eph 

2:1–3). “The world” refers to the system around us that is opposed to God, 

that caters to “the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of 

life” (1 John 2:15–17). “Society apart from God” is a simple, but accurate, 

definition of “the world.” “The flesh” is the old nature that we inherited from 

Adam, a nature that is opposed to God and can do nothing spiritual to please 

God. By His death and resurrection, Christ overcame the world (John 16:33; 

Gal 6:14), and the flesh (Rom 6:1–6; Gal 2:20), and the devil (Eph 1:19–23). 

In other words, as believers, we do not fight for victory—we fight from 

victory! The Spirit of God enables us, by faith, to appropriate Christ’s victory 

for ourselves.1 

 

The apostle Paul addressed the subject of spiritual forces throughout his letter to the 

Christians living in Ephesus (Eph 1:21; 2:2; 3:10; 4:27).2 He then mentions the armor 

 
1 Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor 

Books, 1996), 56–57. 
2 In the first half of his letter, he wrote about the believer’s union with Christ (Eph 1:12; 

2:6-7, 13; 3:6), the spiritual assets available (Eph 1:3), and the unity of Jewish and Gentile 

believers (Eph 2:11-22). In Ephesians 4:1 through 6:9 Paul provides practical application to his 

readers, telling them to walk in a manner worthy of their calling (Eph 4:1), to walk in love (Eph 
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available to them—and us—toward the close of his epistle (Eph 6:10-17). Paul opens 

his section about our spiritual armor, writing, “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in 

the strength of His might” (Eph 6:10). The word Finally (Τοῦ λοιποῦ) pertains to 

closing matters about how to live consistently concerning their new life in Christ. 

There are dangers that will threaten their walk with the Lord, and these believers 

need a divine perspective of the world and a divine strength to live successfully in 

it. Harold Hoehner writes: 

 

From Eph 4:1 to 6:9 Paul gives practical applications for the believers 

concerning how to live out their new position in Christ before both believers 

and unbelievers. Now, in his final section (6:10-20), he describes the continual 

warfare of wicked forces against believers and accordingly exhorts them to be 

strengthened in the Lord in order to be able to stand against the wicked 

schemes of the devil. The struggle of believers ultimately is not a human 

conflict but is a battle against wicked spiritual forces.3  

 

The Greek verb ἐνδυναμόω endunamoo, translated “be strong”, is a present passive 

imperative. The present tense relates to ongoing action, the passive voice means the 

subject receives what is provided, and the imperative mood means we are 

commanded to accept it. The prepositional phrase ἐν κυρίῳ en kurio, translated “in 

the Lord”, means that Jesus Himself is the sphere within which our strength is found. 

The strength is not in us. We are weak. It’s Him and His strength we need. We are 

to be strong “in the strength of His might” (Eph 6:10b). William MacDonald states: 

 

Every true child of God soon learns that the Christian life is a warfare. The 

hosts of Satan are committed to hinder and obstruct the work of Christ and to 

knock the individual soldier out of combat. The more effective a believer is 

for the Lord, the more he will experience the savage attacks of the enemy: the 

devil does not waste his ammunition on nominal Christians. In our own 

strength we are no match for the devil. So the first preparatory command is 

that we should be continually strengthened in the Lord and in the boundless 

resources of His might. God’s best soldiers are those who are conscious of 

their own weakness and ineffectiveness, and who rely solely on Him. “God 

has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are 

 
5:2), to walk as children of light (Eph 5:8), and to walk as wise men (Eph 5:15). The subject of 

love is also important to Paul and he addresses it in Ephesians more than any of his other letters, 

using both the noun (ἀγάπη) and verb (ἀγαπάω) a total of 19 times (out of a total of 107 times 

throughout all his letters).  
3 Harold W. Hoehner, Ephesians: An Exegetical Commentary (Grand Rapids, Mich. Baker 

Academic, 2002), 820.  
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mighty” (1 Cor. 1:27b). Our weakness commends itself to the power of His 

might.4 

 

Paul continues, saying, “Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to 

stand firm against the schemes of the devil” (Eph 6:11). Put on translates the Greek 

verb ἐνδύω enduo which is an aorist middle imperative. The middle voice means we 

are to dress ourselves, thus acting in our own self-interest. The imperative mood 

means it’s a command that we can and should obey. The armor Paul described could 

refer to the armor God Himself wore as a warrior (Isa 11:5; 59:17); however, it was 

more likely drawn from the Roman guard that supervised his house arrest (Acts 

26:29; 28:17; cf., Eph 3:1; 4:1; 6:20; Phil 1:7, 13; 2 Tim 1:8). Roman soldiers were 

seen most everywhere, so their attire would have been familiar to Paul’s audience. 

And just as a Roman soldier would not go into battle wearing only part of his armor, 

so the Christian must put on the full armor (πανοπλία panoplia) provided to him by 

God. Our enemy, the devil, is a brilliant commander who has manufactured schemes 

or strategies (μεθοδεία methodeia) he employs against the human race, and God’s 

people in particular. The same term—μεθοδεία methodeia—is used of false teachers 

who engage “in deceitful scheming” (Eph 4:14), in order to trap immature Christians 

with false doctrine. “The devil has various stratagems—discouragement, frustration, 

confusion, moral failure, and doctrinal error. He knows our weakest point and aims 

for it. If he cannot disable us by one method, he will try for another.”5 Satan has 

many demons and carnally minded people on his side, and he fights dirty. As 

Christians, we don’t go hunting for the devil; rather, we stand firm (ἵστημι histemi) 

against his attacks when he comes against us. This is accomplished by following 

God’s will. Thomas Constable writes: 

 

From other Scripture we know that Satan is behind all of our temptations 

having received permission to assail us from God (e.g., Job 1–2). He uses the 

world system and our flesh (sinful nature) as his tools. He also attacks us 

directly himself and through his angelic emissaries. God has given us specific 

instruction in Scripture about how to combat these attacks. We are to resist 

the devil (1 Peter 5:8–9), flee the temptations of the world system (the lust of 

the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life; 1 John 2:15–17; 1 Tim 

6:11; 2 Tim 2:22), and deny the flesh (Rom 6:12–13; 7:18–24; 8:13). How do 

we know the source of a given temptation so we can respond to it 

appropriately? Satan has consistently aimed his personal attacks at getting 

 
4 William MacDonald, Believer’s Bible Commentary: Old and New Testaments, ed. Arthur 

Farstad (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1995), 1951. 
5 Ibid., 1952. 
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people to doubt, to deny, to disregard, and to disobey the revealed will of God 

(cf. Gen 3; Matt 4). The world system seeks to get people to believe that they 

do not need God but can get along very well without Him (1 John 2). The 

flesh tempts us to think that we can find satisfaction, joy, and fulfillment on 

the physical, material level of life alone (Rom 7).6 

 

Paul continues, saying, “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against 

the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the 

spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places” (Eph 6:12). Though we live 

in a physical world and interact with other people—both saved and lost—our 

ultimate struggle is against unseen spiritual forces. In this verse, Paul ransacks the 

Greek vocabulary for power-words to describe a definite group of demonic forces 

he calls “rulers...powers…world forces of this darkness…[and] spiritual forces of 

wickedness.” Warren Wiersbe writes: 

 

This suggests a definite army of demonic creatures that assist Satan in his 

attacks against believers. The Apostle John hinted that one third of the angels 

fell with Satan when he rebelled against God (Rev 12:4), and Daniel wrote 

that Satan’s angels struggle against God’s angels for control of the affairs of 

nations (Dan 10:13–20). A spiritual battle is going on in this world, and in the 

sphere of “the heavenlies,” and you and I are a part of this battle. Knowing 

this makes “walking in victory” a vitally important thing to us—and to God.7 

 

It could be Paul’s classifications refer to ruling demonic forces with various degrees 

of authority over the world, such as Generals, Colonels, Majors, and so on, right 

down to frontline troops. The scope of their influence is global, and their general 

character is wicked. I think it can be said with certainty that these fallen angels are 

behind all sinful pleasures and pressures that entice or push people into conformity 

with Satan’s world-system. We are not able to identify these unseen forces except 

by their activities. When someone lies, hates, steals, murders, or is enticed or 

pressured to commit any sin, we know the ultimate source is from Satan, his demons, 

his world-system, and/or the sinful nature within each of us. A person’s words and 

actions reveal the ultimate source of influence.8 To stand in opposition to these 

forces means we’re in for a fight. Thomas Constable writes:  

 
6 Tom Constable, Tom Constable’s Expository Notes on the Bible (Galaxie Software, 

2003), Eph 6:11. 
7 Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 2, 57. 
8 Examples of this are found throughout Scripture. When the Pharisees attacked Jesus, He 

knew the ultimate source of their words and actions, saying, “You are of your father the devil, and 

you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not 
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If we want to obey God and resist the devil, we are in for a struggle. It is not 

easy to become a mature Christian nor is it automatic. It takes diligent, 

sustained effort. This is part of our human responsibility in progressive 

sanctification. This struggle does not take place on the physical level 

primarily, though saying no to certain temptations may involve certain 

physical behavior. It is essentially warfare on the spiritual level with an enemy 

that we cannot see. This enemy is Satan and his hosts as well as the 

philosophies he promotes that people implement.9 

 

God has not left us defenseless against this unseen enemy. He has provided armor 

for our protection. Paul writes, “Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you 

will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm” (Eph 

6:13). As the Son of God, Jesus had the authority to deal with Satan directly (Matt 

4:1-11), and we know He interacted with demons and cast them out of men (Matt 

8:16). Later, Jesus delegated authority to His disciples so they could cast out demons 

(Matt 10:1, 8). And, the apostle Paul also cast out demons during his missionary 

journeys (Acts 16:16-18; 19:11-12). But we are not commanded to engage Satan 

and/or his demons directly; rather, we appeal to God, who handles them Himself, or 

sends His holy angels to do the work. The command given to us as Christians is to 

be aware that we have an enemy that seeks our harm (1 Pet 5:8), and that he has 

 
stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his 

own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies” (John 8:44). Later, when Jesus revealed to His 

disciples that He would go to the cross and die (Matt 16:21), this did not set well with Peter. 

Matthew records, “Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, ‘God forbid it, Lord! 

This shall never happen to You’” (Matt 16:22). For a brief moment, Peter—a believer—became 

an enemy of the cross. Satan was behind Peter, motivating him to defy the Lord. Matthew records 

Jesus’ rebuke, saying “But He turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling 

block to Me; for you are not setting your mind on God’s interests, but man’s.’” (Matt 16:23). Here, 

Jesus rebuked Peter for being Satan’s mouthpiece. When Paul and Barnabas were on the island of 

Paphos and sharing the gospel with a proconsul by the name of Sergius Paulus (Acts 13:6-7), there 

was a Jewish false prophet who opposed them. Luke records, “Elymas the magician (for so his 

name is translated) was opposing them, seeking to turn the proconsul away from the faith” (Acts 

13:8). Paul identified this man by his words and actions and rebuked him, saying, “You who are 

full of all deceit and fraud, you son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, will you not cease 

to make crooked the straight ways of the Lord?” (Acts 13:10). The apostle John wrote, “By this 

the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice 

righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not love his brother” (1 John 3:10). Again, 

words and actions reveal the source of influence.  
9 Tom Constable, Tom Constable’s Expository Notes on the Bible, Eph 6:12. 
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demonic forces that war against us (Eph 6:12).10 We stand against Satan and his 

demonic forces by wearing God’s armor so that when we are attacked, we will be 

able to resist the assault. The word resist translates the Greek word ἀνθίστημι 

anthistemi, which means to stand against. We don’t search out the fight; rather, we 

stand against the enemy when he comes. And, as we seek to live in God’s will, the 

attacks will come. Paul speaks of the evil day, which is the day when evil forces 

attack us, trying to get us to give up ground we’ve taken for Christ. And having done 

everything in preparation of that day, we simply stand firm. Grant Osborne writes: 

 

The battle has been joined, and the forces of the enemy are in attack mode, 

coming at us fast and furiously. Paul changes his imperative from “put on” 

(clothing imagery) to “take up” (weapon imagery). This is a stronger verb, 

often used in a military setting, that speaks of an emergency situation in a 

battle that is already in process. The soldiers are arming themselves one piece 

at a time, but they are in a hurry lest the encroaching hostile forces catch them 

unprepared.11 

 

As Christians, we realize dark spiritual forces are at work in the world and against 

us. Though we live in this reality, our sphere of influence is more directly related to 

people around us who have been manipulated by Satan and his forces. Ours is a 

battle of the mind, as we pray for others and speak God’s truth in love, hoping they 

will turn to God and be rescued from Satan’s kingdom of darkness (Acts 26:18; Col 

1:13-14). As we engage in Christian ministry, sharing the gospel and teaching God’s 

Word, it is our hope that “they may come to their senses and escape from the snare 

of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his will” (2 Tim 2:26). When 

people do not turn to God, but choose to follow Satan and embrace his world-system, 

we then focus our efforts on others, seeking their liberation from the enemy captor.  

 

Paul describes the weapons of our armor, saying, “Stand firm therefore, having 

girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness” (Eph 

6:14). Stand firm translates the Greek verb ἵστημι histemi which is an aorist active 

imperative. This implies a sense of urgency. The active voice means the subject 

produces the action of the verb. It’s our responsibility to stand against Satan and his 

forces. The imperative mood makes this a command. The armor is put on in order of 

 
10 To this, we can also add that we live in a world that is systemically hostile to God (1 

John 2:15-17), and that we have a sinful nature that influences us to walk independently of the 

Lord (Rom 7:18, 21; 8:5-7; Gal 5:17). 
11 Grant R. Osborne, Ephesians: Verse by Verse, Osborne New Testament Commentaries 

(Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2017), 227. 
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priority. After putting on a tunic, a Roman soldier would put on a thick leather belt. 

This belt was used to tuck his tunic in so that his legs would be free to move about. 

It also helped keep the breastplate in place and held his sword. The belt of truth refers 

to the truth of God’s Word. The palmist wrote, “The sum of Your word is truth, and 

every one of Your righteous ordinances is everlasting” (Psa 119:160). And Jesus 

prayed to the Father, saying, “Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth (John 

17:17). Biblical truth is what should govern our lives. This is the truth of God’s Word 

lived out daily in our thoughts, words, and actions. As we live out God’s Word, this 

produces Christian integrity and a life of faithfulness to the Lord and others. Warren 

Wiersbe states: 

 

The girdle holds the other parts of the armor together, and truth is the 

integrating force in the life of the victorious Christian. A man of integrity, 

with a clear conscience, can face the enemy without fear. The girdle also held 

the sword. Unless we practice the truth, we cannot use the Word of truth. Once 

a lie gets into the life of a believer, everything begins to fall apart.12 

 

In addition to the belt of truth, we are told to “put on the breastplate of 

righteousness.” The breastplate of righteousness refers to righteous life we live in 

conformity to God’s truth. Objectively, it is true that we are positionally righteous 

before God because the righteousness of Christ has been imputed to us at the moment 

of salvation (Rom 3:21-26; 5:17; 2 Cor 5:21; Phil 3:9); however, Paul seems to be 

referring to our subjective righteousness; that is, our righteous lifestyle. Harold 

Hoehner writes:  

 

Like the belt of truth, the breastplate of righteousness is likely a subjective 

genitive. This means it refers to the believer’s righteous lifestyle, of which the 

Christian has a part to play, as we make choices to live by God’s Word. As a 

soldier’s breastplate protected his chest from an enemy’s attacks, so 

sanctifying, righteous living (Rom 6:13; 14:17) guards a believer’s heart 

against the assaults of the devil (cf. Isa 59:17; James 4:7).13 

 

And Warren Wiersbe adds: 

 

 
12 Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 2, 58. 
13 Harold W. Hoehner, “Ephesians,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition 

of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 

643. 
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This piece of armor, made of metal plates or chains, covered the body from 

the neck to the waist, both front and back. It symbolizes the believer’s 

righteousness in Christ (2 Cor. 5:21) as well as his righteous life in Christ 

(Eph. 4:24). Satan is the accuser, but he cannot accuse the believer who is 

living a godly life in the power of the Spirit. The life we live either fortifies 

us against Satan’s attacks or makes it easier for him to defeat us (2 Cor. 6:1–

10). When Satan accuses the Christian, it is the righteousness of Christ that 

assures the believer of his salvation. But our positional righteousness in 

Christ, without practical righteousness in the daily life, only gives Satan 

opportunity to attack us.14 

 

Moving on to the next piece of armor, Paul states, “and having shod your feet with 

the preparation of the gospel of peace” (Eph 6:15). Roman soldiers had some of the 

best footwear in the ancient world. Their shoes were comparable to cleats that 

gripped the terrain. Scripture teaches the gospel that brought us peace with God 

(Rom 5:1-2) is to be shared with others that they might know peace with Him and 

peace with other people. Because Paul presents the Christian as standing against an 

attack (verses 11-16), it’s probably best to take his meaning as the surefootedness 

that comes to us in battle, knowing we have peace with God. However, it’s possible 

Paul also envisions this as the Gospel that we bring to others as we advance in the 

devil’s world. Thomas Constable writes: 

 

The gospel that has brought peace to the Christian enables him or her to stand 

firmly against temptation. Likewise the gospel is what enables us to move 

forward against our enemies (cf. Isa. 52:7). The preparation of the gospel of 

peace probably refers to the gospel the Christian soldier has believed that 

enables him to stand his ground when attacked. We must be so familiar with 

the gospel that we can share it with others (cf. 1 Pet. 3:15).15 

 

Paul continues, saying, “in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which 

you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one” (Eph 6:16). The 

Roman shield was large, approximately 2 ½ feet wide and 4 feet long. It was 

commonly overlaid with leather, and soldiers would wet their shields during times 

of battle in order to help extinguish the fiery arrows their enemy would shoot at 

them. And, when in battle, Roman soldiers would stand side by side with their 

shields, like a wall of defense, making them practically impenetrable to attacks. The 

phrase of faith is likely a genitive of content, meaning the shield consists of faith. 

 
14 Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 2, 58. 
15 Tom Constable, Tom Constable’s Expository Notes on the Bible, Eph 6:15. 
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When we live by faith, we are able to extinguish the fiery darts that Satan throws at 

us, which would certainly cause damage if they got through. This faith is trust in 

God, His promises and commands. William MacDonald writes: 

 

In addition, the soldier must take the shield of faith so that when the fiery darts 

of the wicked one come zooming at him, they will hit the shield and fall 

harmlessly to the ground. Faith here is firm confidence in the Lord and in His 

word. When temptations burn, when circumstances are adverse, when doubts 

assail, when shipwreck threatens, faith looks up and says, “I believe God.”16 

 

Paul adds, saying, “And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 

which is the word of God” (Eph 6:17). The helmet obviously protects the head. Here, 

I believe it is designed to protect our thinking. The helmet of salvation is the 

confidence of present and future salvation we have in the Lord (John 10:28; 1 Th 

5:8-9). At salvation, the believer is forgiven all sins (Eph 1:7), given eternal life 

(John 10:28), has peace with God (Rom 5:1), and will never face condemnation from 

the Lord (Rom 8:1). We know God is for us (Rom 8:29-36), and that “we 

overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us” (Rom 8:37). Thomas 

Constable writes: 

 

Since Christians are to put this salvation on, the salvation or deliverance in 

view seems to refer to the present and future deliverance we need when under 

attack by Satan (cf. 1 Thess. 5:8). We have already received salvation from 

condemnation. We receive this present salvation (deliverance) as we receive 

all salvation, namely by calling on God and requesting it (cf. 1:15–23; Joel 

2:32; Acts 2:21; Rom. 10:13). This salvation is evidently similar to a helmet 

because deliverance involves a mental choice, namely trust in God rather than 

self, and obedience to Him. Confidence in God becomes our salvation and so 

protects our thinking when we are under attack.17 

 

The sword (μάχαιρα machaira) was the Roman offensive weapon. It was a short 

double-edged sword. Romans also carried spears, but Paul did not include that in his 

list of armor. Unlike the other pieces of armor, Paul tells us the sword of the Spirit 

is the word of God. The word (ῥῆμα rhema) refers to “that which is said, word, 

saying, expression, or statement of any kind.”18 The sword of the Spirit refers to the 

 
16 William MacDonald, Believer’s Bible Commentary, 1952. 
17 Tom Constable, Tom Constable’s Expository Notes on the Bible, Eph 6:17. 
18 William Arndt et al., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early 

Christian Literature (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 905. 
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revealed word of Scripture we use to fight back when under attack. Jesus, when 

under assault by Satan, cited specific passages of God’s Word which were 

appropriate to the specific temptations (see Matt 4:4, 7, 10). William MacDonald 

writes: 

 

Finally, the soldier takes the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

The classic illustration of this is our Lord’s use of this sword in His encounter 

with Satan. Three times He quoted the word of God—not just random verses 

but the appropriate verses which the Holy Spirit gave Him for that occasion 

(Luke 4:1–13). The word of God here does not mean the whole Bible, but 

the particular portion of the Bible which best suits the occasion.19 

 

Paul closes, saying, “With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and 

with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints” 

(Eph 6:18). Prayer is important to the Christian life, as it is the communication 

channel between us and God. It’s important that we know to call out to the Lord, 

Who is the source of all our logistical support. Praying in the Spirit means praying 

in the power of the Spirit. We pray for ourselves, and we pray for God’s people, who 

are also under spiritual attack. Harold Hoehner states: 

 

The manner in which a soldier takes up these last two pieces of armor is 

suggested by two Greek participles: “praying” and “being alert.” When the 

enemy attacks—and on all occasions—Christians are to pray continually in 

the Spirit (i.e., in the power and sphere of the Spirit; cf. Jude 20). With all 

kinds of prayers and requests suggests the thoroughness and intensity of 

their praying. And like reliable soldiers, they are to be keeping alert, literally, 

“in all persistence” (en pasē proskarterēsei; the noun is used only here in the 

NT). Their requests are to be for all the saints because of Satan’s spiritual 

warfare against Christ and the church.20 

 

The battles we face are part of an ongoing war that will not end until Christ returns 

and suppresses all rebellion against Him, both demonic and human. Fighting 

effectively against Satan and his demonic forces requires a deep knowledge of God 

and His Word. Jesus had a well-developed knowledge of OT Scripture and this is 

what He used to defend Himself when attacked by the devil (Matt 4:1-11).  

 

 
19 William MacDonald, Believer’s Bible Commentary, 1953. 
20 Harold W. Hoehner, “Ephesians,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary, 644. 


