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Satan’s World System - Part 2 

Dr. Steven R. Cook 

 

At the moment of salvation, God the Father “rescued us from the domain of 

darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son” (Col 1:13), and 

“our citizenship is in heaven” (Phil 3:20). This transference is permanent and cannot 

be undone. Once this happens, we are hated by those who remain in Satan’s kingdom 

of darkness. For this reason, Jesus said to His disciples, “If the world hates you, you 

know that it has hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world 

would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the 

world, because of this the world hates you” (John 15:18-19; cf. John 16:33; 1 John 

3:13). Love and hate in this context should be understood as accept or reject, which 

can be mild or severe in expression. When praying to the Father, Jesus said, “they 

are not of the world, even as I am not of the world” (John 17:14b), and went on to 

say, “I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil 

one” (John 17:15). It is not God’s will that we be immediately removed from this 

world at the moment of salvation, but left here to serve as His representatives to the 

lost, that we “may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 

darkness into His marvelous light” (1 Pet 2:9). We are not to participate in worldly 

affairs that exclude God, but are to “walk as children of Light” (Eph 5:8), 

manifesting the fruit of the Light “in all goodness and righteousness and truth, trying 

to learn what is pleasing to the Lord” (Eph 5:9-10), and we are told, “do not 

participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even expose them” (Eph 

5:11). 
  

The growing Christian faces real struggles as Satan’s world system seeks to 

press him into its mold, demanding conformity, and persecuting him when he does 

not bend to its values. The world-system not only has human support, but is backed 

by demonic forces that operate in collaboration with Satan. Scripture tells us “our 

struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, 

against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness 

in the heavenly places” (Eph 6:12). The battlefront is more than what is seen with 

the human eye and is driven by unseen spiritual forces. As Christians living in the 

world, we are to be careful not to be taken “captive through philosophy and empty 

deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles 

of the world, rather than according to Christ” (Col 2:8). Realizing the battleground 

is the mind, we are to think biblically in everything, which is our only safeguard 

against the enemy (2 Cor 10:3-5).  
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Christians face situations every day in which we are pressured to compromise 

God’s Word. We face difficulties at work, school, home, or other places, in which 

we are confronted by worldly-minded persons, both saved and unsaved, who 

demand and pressure us to abandon our biblical values. There is room for personal 

compromise where Scripture is silent on a matter; however, where Scripture speaks 

with absolute authority, there we must never compromise! “The world, or world-

system, puts pressure on each person to try to get him to conform (Rom 12:2). Jesus 

Christ was not ‘of this world’ and neither are His people (John 8:23; 17:14). But the 

unsaved person, either consciously or unconsciously, is controlled by the values and 

attitudes of this world.”1 

 

By promoting the gospel and biblical teaching, the church disrupts Satan’s 

domain of darkness by calling out of it a people for God. By learning God’s Word, 

Christians can identify worldly conversations and activities and either avoid them or 

seek to redirect them by interjecting biblical truth, which should never be done in 

hostility. When sharing God’s Word with others it’s proper to know that not 

everyone wants to hear God’s truth, and even though we may not agree with them, 

their personal choices should be respected (Matt 10:14; Acts 13:50-51). We should 

never try to force the gospel or Bible teaching on anyone, but be willing to share 

when opportunity presents itself. At times this will bring peace, and other times 

cause disruption and may even offend. In this interaction, the growing Christian must 

be careful not to fall into the exclusion trap, in which the worldly person (whether 

saved or lost) controls the content of every conversation, demanding the Christian 

only talk about worldly issues, as Scripture threatens his pagan presuppositions. 

Having the biblical worldview, the Christian should insert himself into daily 

conversations with others, and in so doing, be a light in a dark place. He should 

always be respectful, conversational, and never have a fist-in-your-face attitude, as 

arrogance never helps advance biblical truth (2 Tim 2:24-26). The worldly-minded 

person may not want to hear what the Christian has to say, but he should never be 

under the false impression that he has the right to quiet the Christian and thereby 

exclude him from the conversation.  

 
As we grow spiritually and walk with God, learning and living His Word (2 

Tim 2:15; 3:16-17), we stand in opposition to Satan’s world-system and sow the 

seeds of spiritual insurrection in the lives of those who live and walk in his kingdom 

of darkness. We disrupt Satan’s kingdom when we share the gospel, “that Christ 

died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He 

was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures” (1 Cor 15:3-4). When anyone 

 
1 Warren Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, New Testament, Vol. 2, p. 18. 
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places their faith in Christ, trusting solely in Him as Savior, they are forgiven all 

their sins (Eph 1:7), gifted with eternal life (John 3:16; 10:28), and the righteousness 

of God (Rom 4:1-5; 5:17; 2 Cor 5:21; Phil 3:9). They are rescued from Satan’s 

enslaving power, as God rescues them from the “domain of darkness” and transfers 

them into “the kingdom of His beloved Son” (Col 1:13). The gospel is the only way 

a person can be delivered from spiritual slavery; “for it is the power of God for 

salvation to everyone who believes” (Rom 1:16). Once saved, we seek to influence 

the thoughts and lives of other Christians through fellowship (Heb 10:23-25), prayer 

(Jam 5:16), edification (Eph 4:29), encouragement (1 Thess 5:11), love (1 Thess 4:9; 

cf. Eph 4:14-15), and words of grace (Col 4:6). 

 


