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Matthew 13:53-58 

Dr. Steven R. Cook 

 

When Jesus had finished these parables, He departed from there. 54 He came to His 

hometown and began teaching them in their synagogue, so that they were 

astonished, and said, “Where did this man get this wisdom and these miraculous 

powers? 55 “Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not His mother called Mary, and His 

brothers, James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? 56 “And His sisters, are they not 

all with us? Where then did this man get all these things?” 57 And they took offense 

at Him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his 

hometown and in his own household.” 58 And He did not do many miracles there 

because of their unbelief. (Matt 13:53-58 NASB) 

 

Having concluded His lessons on the mysteries of the kingdom, which Jesus presented in 

parabolic form, He departed from the crowd He’d been teaching. Though Jesus’ parables 

were a sign of judgment upon those with negative volition—as He concealed truth from 

them—it may also have been a display of grace. The teaching is true, “From everyone 

who has been given much, much will be required” (Luke 12:48). If Jesus had continued 

to give them light, they would have been accountable for that light, and therefore would 

be judged more harshly on the day of judgment, suffering more, as a consequence, in the 

eternal state. If this is correct, Jesus’ parables would display both judgment and grace.  

 

What follows in the coming chapters of Matthew reveal an increasing polarization 

between Jesus and the majority in Israel. Going forward, Jesus continually withdraws 

from the leadership of Israel and focuses more on preparing His disciples for what lay 

ahead; most notably His coming rejection, trials, crucifixion and resurrection (Matt 16:21; 

17:22-23; 20:17-19). The shadow of the cross will, from this point onward, grow larger 

and larger.  

 

Matthew tells us, “When Jesus had finished these parables, He departed from there” (Matt 

13:53). When translates the temporal particle ὅτε hote which introduces a time element. 

The time specified was the conclusion of Jesus’ teaching to the crowds. And where did 

Jesus go? Matthew states, “He came to His hometown and began teaching them in their 

synagogue, so that they were astonished, and said, ‘Where did this man get this wisdom 

and these miraculous powers?’” (Matt 13:54). Jesus’ hometown was where He’d spent 

His childhood years, and Luke explicitly identifies Nazareth as the place where Jesus “had 

been brought up” (Luke 4:16). Nazareth was about 20 miles southwest of Capernaum. 

Some scholars believe Matthew’s account here corresponds to Luke’s (Luke 4:16-31),1 

 
1 D. A. Carson believes Matthew and Luke likely refer to the same event (“Matthew”, in The 

Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Matthew, Mark, Luke, vol. 8, p. 335), whereas Louis Barbieri believes 
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though I think Luke’s account was most likely a prior event. Either way, Jesus is here 

presented by Matthew as traveling to Nazareth, the hometown where He grew up.  

 

 
 

The specific location in Nazareth where Jesus taught was in their synagogue. Synagogues 

likely originated during the time of the Babylonian exile, as Jews would have desired to 

meet together for Scripture reading, fellowship, worship and prayer. A synagogue could 

be established in a town if there were at least ten men who were willing to meet together. 

It was a place where Jewish heritage and cultural practices could be maintained. 

 

Those who heard Jesus were astonished at His words and works, saying, “Where did this 

man get this wisdom and these miraculous powers?” (Matt 13:54b). Those who heard 

Jesus remembered Him as a local boy, and they were surprised at His words and works 

and questioned how He came to have such excellencies, since He lacked formal academic 

training at the foot of any Rabbis. This question seems to be born from a doubtful heart, 

and perhaps from a wounded pride. How was it that Jesus, someone they knew from 

childhood, and from their own humble region, came to possess such knowledge and 

power, whereas they did not? Rather than lay their pride aside and consider the content 

of what Jesus said, they wrapped Him in a cloak of doubt, saying, “Is not this the 

 
Luke’s account was on a previous occasion (“Matthew,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary, vol. 2, 

p. 53). The latter view is favored by this writer.  
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carpenter’s son? Is not His mother called Mary, and His brothers, James and Joseph and 

Simon and Judas? And His sisters, are they not all with us? Where then did this man get 

all these things?” (Matt 13:55-56). Mark calls Jesus “the carpenter” (Mark 6:3), whereas 

in Matthew He’s called “the carpenter’s son” (Matt 13:55a). Of course, both are true, as 

Jesus would have followed in Joseph’s trade until the time His ministry began. By 

identifying Jesus according to his perceived human parentage, it reveals they did not know 

of His divine origins, as He was conceived by the Holy Spirit in the womb of Mary (Luke 

1:31-35). Joseph and Mary had other children, which would have made them Jesus’ half-

brothers and half-sisters. This verse corrects the false teaching of the Roman Catholic 

Church that Mary was a perpetual virgin (Aeiparthenos). Jesus probably helped Joseph—

His legal father—with various labor projects. Craig Keener writes: 

 

When Jesus was growing up in Nazareth, the demand for carpenters there was 

great; thus, it is not surprising that this was Joseph’s occupation. Carpenters 

engaged in woodwork, such as wooden plows, chairs and the woodwork on roofs. 

They also engaged in masonry where buildings were made of stone. Nazareth itself 

was a small village in this period, with perhaps 1,600–2,000 inhabitants; Jesus 

would thus have been known to most of his townspeople.2 

 

Jesus’ hearers in the synagogue could not get beyond their perception of Him as a 

common worker from their local town. The result was that they did not believe in Him. 

Elsewhere, we learn that Jesus’ brothers did not believe in Him either (John 7:5). Here 

was rejection at the most intimate level. But their rejection was not the result of a lack of 

evidence from Jesus, but of a darkened heart that could not accept the light offered to it. 

To the majority of those who heard and saw Jesus, He appeared as a radical, and His 

teaching was disruptive. Jesus had, on another occasion, revealed His mission would 

result in dividing the members of a household (Luke 12:51-53), and it is recorded several 

times that His teaching brought division among His hearers (John 7:43; 9:16; 10:19). 

Jesus loved people enough to tell them the truth, even if it disrupted their lives; and He 

desired peace, but never if it meant compromising the Father’s will. Here is a picture of 

true integrity.  

 

The result was, “And they took offense at Him” (Matt 13:57a). To be offended 

(σκανδαλίζω skandalizo) implied Jesus’ hearers had perceived something in Him that was 

an obstacle to their faith. But the real obstacle was not in Jesus, but in their own sin-

darkened hearts, which perverted their perception of reality. They were governed by 

human viewpoint rather than divine viewpoint. Jesus had previously stated, “blessed is he 

who does not take offense at Me” (Matt 11:6; cf. Luke 7:23). Of course, those with 

 
2 Craig S. Keener, The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament (Downers Grove, 

IL: InterVarsity Press, 1993), Mt 13:53–58. 
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positive volition welcomed Him, and those with negative volition did not. Truth divides. 

Matthew records another occasion when the Pharisees were offended at Him: 

 

Then the disciples came and said to Him, “Do You know that the Pharisees were 

offended when they heard this statement?” 13 But He answered and said, “Every 

plant which My heavenly Father did not plant shall be uprooted. 14 “Let them alone; 

they are blind guides of the blind. And if a blind man guides a blind man, both will 

fall into a pit.” (Matt 15:12-14) 
 

Matthew follows with the words of Jesus, who said, “A prophet is not without honor 

except in his hometown and in his own household’” (Matt 13:57b). And as a result, “He 

did not do many miracles there because of their unbelief” (Matt 13:58). Mark informs us, 

“He could do no miracle there except that He laid His hands on a few sick people and 

healed them” (Mark 6:5). Like those who had previously heard Jesus’ teaching in 

Capernaum, these in Nazareth would “keep on hearing, but will not understand” and “will 

keep on seeing, but will not perceive” (Matt 13:14). Warren Wiersbe states: 

 

Two things amazed the people of Nazareth: The Lord’s words and His works. 

However, they did not trust in Him, and this limited His ministry. What caused the 

people to doubt Him? They were too familiar with Him in a human way, for He 

had grown up in their midst. It was a case of knowing Him after the flesh (see 2 

Cor 5:16) and not having the spiritual discernment that God gives to those who will 

yield to Him (Matt 11:25–30). These people walked by sight and not by faith. But, 

if His own friends and family did not trust Him, what hope was there that the nation 

would believe on Him? Early in His ministry, Jesus had preached at Nazareth (Luke 

4:16–31) and had been rejected; and now He was rejected again. This was His final 

visit to Nazareth; those villagers had no more opportunities.3 

 

Brief Excurses on Negative Volition: 

 

Negative volition is an aspect of the doctrine of total depravity. Depravity is a divine 

estimation of what God sees in us, not what we see in ourselves or in others. “Theologians 

employ the phrase total depravity, which does not mean that there is nothing good in any 

unregenerate person as seen by himself or by other people; it means that there is nothing 

in fallen man which God can find pleasure in or accept.”4 Sin permeates all aspects of our 

being: mind, will, and desires. We are tainted throughout. Not only does sin darken the 

intellect, but it motivates our volition to hide from God and to expel Him from our lives.  

 
3 Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1996), 

Mt 13:44. 
4 Lewis Sperry Chafer, Systematic Theology, Vol. 7 (Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications, 

1993), 118–119. 
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When one turns away from God, sin will naturally gain more and more territory, much 

like the darkness that grows ever darker after the sun has set. A key characteristic of 

negative volition is to “suppress the truth in unrighteousness” (Rom 1:18). The one who 

pursues this course tends to go in one of two directions. The first denies God’s existence, 

as he repeatedly tells himself, “There is no God” (Psa 10:4). This is the fool. The fool is 

not necessarily one who lacks reason, but who reasons wrongly. And he is never a fool 

by chance, but always by choice. And the second pursues religion, as he “makes a god 

and worships it” (Isa 44:15). For the latter, this is a god of his own imagination. He has 

willfully “exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature 

rather than the Creator” (Rom 1:25). And, in place of God’s wisdom, he operates by a 

worldly wisdom that is not “from above, but is earthly, natural, demonic” (Jam 3:15).  

 

Unbelievers who love their moral depravity will naturally stand against those who are 

children of God and who love righteousness. Jesus said, “If the world hates you, you know 

that it has hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love 

its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, because 

of this the world hates you” (John 15:18-19). And the beloved apostle John wrote, “Do 

not be surprised, brethren, if the world hates you” (1 John 3:13). Those who set their wills 

against God will not listen to God’s message; however, they will listen to false teachers. 

And concerning those false teachers, the apostle John states, “They are from the world; 

therefore, they speak as from the world, and the world listens to them” (1 John 4:5). That 

is, there are those who operate from presuppositions and values that are cosmocentric, 

which exclude or pervert serious consideration and discussion about God, refusing to give 

Him any say over their lives.  
 

Every person confronted with Jesus is either positive or negative to Him. Those who are 

positive accept Him, and those who are negative reject Him. The human heart is corrupt, 

and naturally defaults to a negative setting. Though we are not neutral and try to persuade 

people to believe the gospel (John 3:16; 20:31; Acts 4:12; 1 Cor 15:3-4; Eph 2:8-9), each 

person must choose to accept or reject the offer. Those who believe in Jesus will spend 

forever in heaven (John 10:28; 14:1-4). And believers who pursue righteousness will be 

rewarded in eternity (1 Cor 3:10-15). Those who reject Jesus as Savior are free to do so 

(John 3:18). But actions have consequences, and they will forever be separated from God 

in the Lake of Fire (Rev 20:11-15). 

 

As Christians, we are called to let our light shine in this world. Paul informs us we “were 

formerly darkness, but now [we] are Light in the Lord; walk as children of Light” (Eph 

5:8). This is a daily choice we make. And Paul tells us, “the fruit of the Light consists in 

all goodness and righteousness and truth, trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord” 

(Eph 5:9-10). This is part of our calling, and it starts by learning God’s Word and then 

living His will. But know this: When we live and speak God’s Word, not everyone wants 
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to hear it, and even though we may not agree with that choice, it should be respected (Matt 

10:14; Acts 13:50-51). We should never try to force the gospel or Bible teaching on 

anyone, but be willing to share as opportunity presents itself.  

 

At times this sharing will bring peace, and other times cause disruption and may even 

offend. In this interaction, the growing Christian must be careful not to fall into the 

exclusion trap, in which the worldly person (whether saved or lost) controls the content 

of every conversation, demanding the Christian only talk about worldly issues, as 

Scripture threatens his pagan presuppositions. Having the biblical worldview, the 

Christian should insert himself into daily conversations with others, and in so doing, be a 

light in a dark place. He should always be respectful, conversational, and never have a 

fist-in-your-face attitude, as arrogance never helps advance biblical truth (2 Tim 2:24-26). 

The worldly-minded person may not want to hear what the Christian has to say, but he 

should never be under the false impression that he has the right to quiet the Christian and 

thereby exclude him from the conversation.  

 
Lastly, as we grow spiritually and walk with God, learning and living His Word (2 Tim 

2:15; 3:16-17), we stand in opposition to Satan’s world-system and sow the seeds of 

spiritual insurrection in the lives of those who live and walk in his kingdom of darkness. 

We disrupt Satan’s kingdom when we share the gospel, “that Christ died for our sins 

according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third 

day according to the Scriptures” (1 Cor 15:3-4). When anyone places their faith in Christ, 

trusting solely in Him as Savior, they are forgiven all their sins (Eph 1:7), gifted with 

eternal life (John 3:16; 10:28), and given the gift of righteousness (Rom 5:17; cf., Rom 

4:1-5; 2 Cor 5:21; Phil 3:9). They are liberated from Satan’s enslaving power, as God 

rescues them from the “domain of darkness” and transfers them into “the kingdom of His 

beloved Son” (Col 1:13). The gospel is the only way a person can be delivered from 

spiritual slavery; “for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes” (Rom 

1:16). Once saved, we seek to influence the thoughts and lives of other Christians through 

fellowship (Heb 10:23-25), prayer (Jam 5:16), edification (Eph 4:29), encouragement (1 

Thess 5:11), love (1 Thess 4:9; cf. Eph 4:14-15), words of grace (Col 4:6), and consistent 

biblical teaching (2 Tim 4:1-2). 

 

Remember: we are responsible for output, not outcomes. We control the biblical content 

and presentation, but the response is between the hearer and God.  

 

For those who are watching online, we thank you for joining us and we hope today’s 

messages are a blessing to you. A link is provided below to a worship hymn if you 

wish to express your gratitude to God.  

 

 


