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Matthew 24:32-51 

Dr. Steven R. Cook 

 

From the beginning of this discourse, Jesus had been answering the questions, “what 

will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?” (Matt 24:3). Jesus’ 

answers describe events pertaining to the time of the seven-year Tribulation (Matt 

24:4-31), which follow the Rapture of the Church (John 14:1-3; 1 Cor 15:51-52; 1 

Th 4:12-18). Jesus is talking to a future generation of believers who will be alive to 

witness the judgments of the Tribulation. Louis Barbieri writes: 

 

In the previous portion of this sermon (24:4–31) Jesus had spoken directly 

about His return to earth. Then He gave some practical applications and 

instructions in light of His return. One should keep in mind that the primary 

application of this section is directed toward the future generation that will 

experience the days of the Tribulation and will be looking forward to the 

immediate coming of the King in glory. A secondary application of this 

passage, as with much of Scripture, is to believers living today who comprise 

the body of Christ, the church. The church is not in view in these verses. But 

just as God’s people in a future time are told to be prepared, watchful, and 

faithful, so too believers today should also be faithful and alert.1 

 

The central idea of Matthew 24:32-51 is that believers who are alive during the 

Tribulation are to be faithful and sensible and watch for His coming. Speaking to 

that future generation, Jesus said: 

 

Now learn the parable from the fig tree: when its branch has already become 

tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near; 33 so, you too, 

when you see all these things, recognize that He is near, right at the door. 

(Matt 24:32-33) 

 

Always the Teacher, Jesus called for His hearers to “learn” (μανθάνω manthano) 

and apply what He’d taught. The parable of the fig tree is straightforward. Just as 

tender branches and the sign of new foliage on a tree indicate that summer is 

approaching, so too when believers see the signs Jesus had explained (Matt 24:4-

31), it would indicate His Second Coming is near.  

 

 
1 Louis A. Barbieri Jr., “Matthew,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition 

of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 

78. 
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Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take 

place (Matt 24:34).  

 

The word generation (γενεά genea) can mean race, kind, generation, or 

contemporaries.2 Some have thought Jesus was speaking to His contemporaries, 

which would mean either that His words were fulfilled in their lifetime or that Jesus 

misspoke. As the theanthropic person, Jesus cannot err. Jesus’ reference to this 

generation (ταῦτα γένηται) refers to the generation of believers living at the time of 

the Tribulation. Renald Showers states, “the generation that will be alive to witness 

the events of the Tribulation will be the generation that sees Jesus return to Earth.”3 

Louis Barbieri writes:  

 

The generation (genea) of people living in that future day will see the 

completion of all the events. Jesus was not referring to the generation listening 

to Him then, for He had already said the kingdom had been taken from that 

group (Matt 21:43). That first-century generation would experience God’s 

judgment. But the generation that will be living at the time these signs begin 

to take place will live through that period and will see the Lord Jesus coming 

as the King of glory.4 

 

And to express the certainty of His Word, Jesus said: 

 

Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away (Matt 

24:35).  

 

The words of Christ about these eschatological events are more reliable and lasting 

than the creation itself. What God promises He will bring to pass (Isa 40:8; 55:10-

11), for He has integrity and cannot lie (Heb 6:18). However, concerning the exact 

timing of His coming, Jesus said: 

 

But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the 

Son, but the Father alone. (Matt 24:36).  

 

 
2 William Arndt et al., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early 

Christian Literature (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 191. 
3 Renald Showers, The Sign of His Coming (Bellmawr, New Jersey, The Friends of Israel 

Gospel Ministry, 2016). 
4 Louis A. Barbieri Jr., “Matthew,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition 

of the Scriptures, 78. 
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Though Jesus’ coming at the end of the Tribulation is certain, and certain signs will 

indicate His coming, He makes clear that no one knows the exact day or hour of His 

arrival. One living at that time of the Tribulation could approximate Jesus’ return 

based on when the Antichrist will set up the idol in the temple (Dan 9:27; cf., Dan 

7:25; 12:7, 11; Rev 11:2-3; 12:14; 13:5); however, the exact day and hour of Jesus’ 

return is not known, not even by Jesus. Only God the Father knows the exact day 

and hour of Jesus’ return. Jesus was speaking from His humanity when He said He 

did not know the day or hour of His return. Here we are reminded of the doctrine of 

the hypostatic union, which reveals that Jesus is fully God and true humanity 

combined together, forever, as the theanthropic person. As God the Son, Jesus 

retains all the attributes of deity, which were never surrendered nor diminished when 

He added humanity to Himself at the time of Mary’s conception (parthenogenesis). 

As human, Jesus was finite, as all people are. This meant His human life had a 

beginning, and that He was tethered to this world and altogether dependent as we 

are. As a child, Jesus was born of a woman (Luke 1:26-38; Gal 4:4), had to be clothed 

(Luke 2:6-7), shielded from danger (Matt 2:1-23), and grew in wisdom (Luke 2:52). 

As an adult, Jesus was subject to hunger (Matt 4:2), thirst (John 19:28), stress (Matt 

26:36-37), and death (Matt 16:21; 1 Cor 15:3-4). Jesus’ not providing the exact 

timing of His arrival prompts His teaching from this point to Matthew 25:30, as He 

cautions His hearers to be ever watchful for His coming.  

 

For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah. For as in 

those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 

giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, 39 and they did not 

understand until the flood came and took them all away; so will the coming 

of the Son of Man be. 40 Then there will be two men in the field; one will be 

taken and one will be left. 41 Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will 

be taken and one will be left. 42 Therefore, be on the alert, for you do not know 

which day your Lord is coming. (Matt 24:37-42) 

 

Whereas Jesus’ previous teaching stressed His coming at the end of the Tribulation, 

this lesson—and those that follow—stress the response of His hearers to watch for 

it. The people of Noah’s day—prior to the flood—where so absorbed in their daily 

activities that they ignored Noah’s warnings of judgment until the day when 

judgment came and they were not prepared. Noah and his family entered the ark and 

were saved, and the rest were taken away in the waters that destroyed them. Jesus’ 

description of two working and one taken has led some to see the Rapture of the 

Church in this section; however, that is a foreign concept here. What Jesus is 

revealing must be compared to the days of Noah, in which God removed unbelievers 
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in the judgment of the global deluge. Likewise, the ones that are taken away at the 

time of Jesus’ Second Coming refers to unbelievers who are taken away in a flood 

of judgment, and those who are left behind are believers who will enter the millennial 

kingdom and enjoy the King’s reign. Renald Showers states, “Jesus’ point was this: 

Just as the flood swept away unbelievers from the earth in Noah’s day, so, too, will 

God’s holy angels snatch the unbelievers from the earth when Christ returns. And 

He will cast them into the furnace of fire, where there will be ‘wailing and gnashing 

of teeth’ (13:41–42, 49–50).”5 Jesus provided another illustration for readiness, 

saying: 

 

But be sure of this, that if the head of the house had known at what time of the 

night the thief was coming, he would have been on the alert and would not 

have allowed his house to be broken into. 44 For this reason you also must be 

ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not think He will. 

(Matt 24:43-44) 

 

In this warning, Jesus likens Himself to a thief that enters a home at a time when the 

homeowner does not suspect. Like the homeowner, those alive toward the end of the 

Tribulation must always be watchful and prepare themselves for the Lord’s return. 

In the next pericope, Jesus includes the qualities of faithfulness and prudence in 

those who are good servants. Jesus said: 

 

Who then is the faithful and sensible slave whom his master put in charge of 

his household to give them their food at the proper time? 46 Blessed is that 

slave whom his master finds so doing when he comes. 47 Truly I say to you 

that he will put him in charge of all his possessions. 48 But if that evil slave 

says in his heart, ‘My master is not coming for a long time,’ 49 and begins to 

beat his fellow slaves and eat and drink with drunkards; 50 the master of that 

slave will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour which 

he does not know, 51 and will cut him in pieces and assign him a place with 

the hypocrites; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. (Matt 

24:45-51) 

 

Jesus commends the faithful and sensible slave who managed his duties properly. 

Faithful (πιστός pistos) denotes reliability and trustworthiness, and sensible 

(φρόνιμος phronimos) refers to one who is prudent. The good servant who is faithful 

and wise will be recognized and rewarded when Jesus comes, and will be put in 

 
5 Renald Showers, The Sign of His Coming, Matthew 24:37-42. 
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charge of greater possessions. But Jesus mentions the evil slave, whose self-talk 

reveals a wrong theology, as he says to himself, “My master is not coming for a long 

time.” As a result of his bad theology, the evil slave begins to mistreat his fellow 

servants and to associate with drunkards. His faulty theology made him unprepared 

for his Master’s arrival, as He came on a day when the servant did not expect. And 

that evil slave will be punished by the Master, who “will cut him in pieces and assign 

him a place with the hypocrites; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth” (Matt 24:51). 

 

As Christians living in the dispensation of the Church age, we are “looking for the 

blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ 

Jesus” (Tit 2:13). We are looking for Christ to rapture His Church out of this world 

(John 14:1-3; 1 Cor 15:51-52; 1 Th 4:13-18). If the Lord tarries, then death is certain; 

but where we spend eternity is optional. If you don’t know Christ as your Savior, I 

implore you to turn to Him in faith, believing the gospel that Christ “died for our 

sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on 

the third day according to the Scriptures” (1 Cor 15:3-4). When we trust in Christ as 

Savior, God forgives all our sins (Eph 1:7), gives us eternal life (John 3:16; 10:28), 

and the gift of righteousness (2 Cor 5:21; Phil 3:9).  

 

All of His work guarantees us heaven as our future home. We are certain to be there. 

God must let us in. He has no choice in the matter. He promised heaven to those who 

trust in Christ as Savior, and He is bound to His Word. You see, “God is not a man, 

that He should lie, nor a son of man, that He should repent; has He said, and will He 

not do it? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good?” (Num 23:19). God has 

integrity and will keep His Word, for “it is impossible for God to lie” (Heb 6:18; cf. 

Tit 1:2). He made the provision for our salvation and He will honor His Word. By 

faith, we trust Him when He promises to do something, and we know that faith 

pleases Him. God said, “My righteous one shall live by faith” (Heb 10:38a), and 

“without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe 

that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him” (Heb 11:6). In Christ 

“we have boldness and confident access through faith in Him” (Eph 3:12).  

 

It has been said that procrastination is the thief of time and opportunity, and when 

one procrastinates about the gospel, it becomes the thief of souls. Please don’t delay. 

Trust Christ as Savior today and receive eternal life.  

 


